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   ALERT 
                      NATIVE AMERICAN ART COUNCIL 

   Fall September 2013 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President: Liz Lambert 

Vice President: Patty Prado 

Secretary: Beverly Terry 

Treasurer: By Henry 

Imm.Past Pres.: Mary Jo Hessel 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

ALERT/Focus Elayne Janiak,  

 Beginning in winter:  Ann Copeland 

Archives: Jan Berger 

Hospitality:  Sue Henry 

Members-at-Large: Ginny Allen, 

 Kathleen Marquart 

Membership:  Barbara Kim, 

 Karen Schmirler 

Programs PattyPrado  

Reading Circle:  Bill Allen, Judy Lyons 

Travel: Anne Avery, Art Dodd 

 

EX OFFICIO 

Curator: Deana Dartt 

Museum  Liaison: Jan Quivey 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We look forward to your participation in 

council programs and events 

 
Joan Hoffman 

230 NW Hilltop Drive 

Portland, OR  97210-1092 

503/223-5435 

4jbones2@comcast.net 

  
Todd Clark 

5401 NW Walnut Street  

Vancouver, WA  98663 

toddclark1000@gmail.com 

 

Stephany Anderson 

1636 Ash St 

Forest Grove OR 97116-2848 

503 357-2425 

younggardner@yahoo.com  

PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE: 

Welcome to the 30
th
 year of 

the Native American Art 

Council.  Reviewing the 29 

previous years is awe-

inspiring.  This group and its 

members have been 

tremendously enriched and, 

in turn, richly given back to 

the museum.  Thanks to your 

generosity, “The Continuum 

Robe” is paid in full! 

Through the years NAAC 

has purchased educational 

materials for the library, provided funds for conservation and display 

and helped purchase over $124,000 in new works of art.  In the years 

ahead we will continue this fine tradition. We look forward to adding 

new treasures to the Native collections of the Portland Art Museum. 

 

Goals for the year ahead are: 

 1. Learn about the Native American collections at PAM as 

they are updated and changed. 

 2. Support Native artists and continue to purchase excellent 

examples of contemporary art to enhance our collections. 

3. Support the planning of the Museum’s 125
th
 anniversary in 

2017 which will feature the Rasmussen Collection of Native Art. 

4. Provide programs for members that are educational and 

enjoyable, both in the museum and in the community beyond. 

 

Welcome new Board members: Vice President Patty Prado, Archivist 

Jan Berger, and Ann Copeland and Elayne Janiak as ALERT/Focus co-

chairpersons.  Thanks to Bill and Ginny Allen for helping edit this 

edition. We welcome your participation.  Board meetings are open. 

 

An exciting lineup of activities and programs, including visits from 

incredible Native artists and a trip to Vancouver, BC, are on the 

schedule for fall. More information will arrive via email or regular 

mail as details are confirmed.  Stay tuned for a wonderful year ahead. 

Liz Lambert 

lizlambert@msn.com 

mailto:4jbones2@comcast.net
mailto:toddclark1000@gmail.com
mailto:younggardner@yahoo.com
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CURATOR'S MESSAGE: 

Hi all! It’s been an incredibly busy and inspirational 

summer. There is way too much to share with you 

here. You’ll have to join us in the galleries next month 

for a full update, but for now I’ll tell you that I have 

been to New York City where I met with curators and 

collections people, saw incredible Native art and 

assessed exhibition strategies! I attended the Paddle to 

Quinault and have just returned from the Pacific Arts 

Association meetings in Vancouver where I presented 

on international cultural arts exchanges and met 

several important artists. Since our last ALERT we 

completed the fundraising ($58K) for the Continuum 

Robe! We’ll be sending Teri Rofkar her final payment 

of $19,000 on September 1, 2013. Way to go, NAAC--

an incredible purchase and an awesome demonstration 

of support for this work! To complement the 

“Continuum” Ravenstail robe, we have just 

commissioned (through an anonymous donor) a 

modern representation of traditional Chilkat robe 

titled, “Resilience” by Clarissa Rizal. These two robes 

represent the powerful living traditions of the 

Northwest Coast and set the stage beautifully for our 

exhibition in 2017!  

Looking forward to a fun and productive year. Hope to 

see you all this fall!                              Ki’wanan! 
 

Deana Dartt, PhD 

Curator, Native American Art 

Portland Art Museu 

 

Deana with Gordon Bettles at the Many Nations Longhouse 

in Eugene. 

IN MEMORIAM: ERMA ENGELS 
The Council has 

lost one of its 

valued elders and 

ardent supporters.  

Erma Engels 

passed away 

peacefully at her 

home on April 

14, 2013.      

Erma played a 

pivotal role in 

our history with 

her quiet, clear-

headed and compassionate leadership and good 

judgment.  According to her sister, Joanne, Erma was 

dedicated to the Council and encouraged everyone to 

participate.  She held many positions on the NAAC 

Board from hospitality chair, to treasurer (managing 

our finances during the Project for the Millennium 

where we raised $100,000 for the museum), and as 

president. 

Bill Allen remembers: “Erma touched our lives in the 

Council in many ways, sitting happily next to you on 

the bus listening to your stories, enjoying parties and 

celebrations, sharing a keen observation on a book at 

the Reading Circle, writing an article for the ALERT, 

shepherding our finances as council treasurer for many 

years.”  Ginny Allen added, “Erma’s dry wit and sense 

of humor was unique and endearing, Joanne’s ‘big 

sister’ often had the last word, something short and 

sweet and very amusing.” 

Erma was also involved in other councils of the 

museum. She was an active docent for 12 years and a 

sustaining docent until last year. Thursdays often 

found her as a welcoming host for Art and 

Conversation.  There will be an empty chair in our 

circle. 

Memorial Fund Created 

Memorial contributions in honor of Erma may be sent 

to the NAAC in care of By Henry, Treasurer. 4613 

Dubois Dr., Vancouver, WA 98661.  

Funds will be used for a future acquisition for PAM. 

 

IN MEMORIAM: CHARLES RHYNE 
The Council has also lost another friend, Charles 

Rhyne, a professor at Reed College, supporter of the 

museum and longtime member of NAAC. 
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PAST PROGRAMS 

MAY 5, READING CIRCLE:   
Barbara Kim graciously hosted the Reading Circle in 

her home.  Socializing and good food took up the first 

part of the meeting.  We then discussed two books, 

both delving into the experience of the modern-day 

Native American in the Southwestern United States.  

 
In The Turquoise Ledge: A Memoir, by Leslie Marmon 

Silko (Laguna Pueblo), the author brings us into her 

world by sharing the observations she makes of life in 

the Arizona desert.  Weaving tales from her family's 

past, she describes the beauty and symbolism of the 

landscape, as well as the many desert creatures that 

inhabit it.  She shares with us her deeply personal 

contemplations of the enormous spiritual power of the 

natural world…and our connection to it. 

The second book discussed was From the Glittering 

World, by Irvin Morris.  A member of the Tobaahi clan 

of the Navajo Nation, Morris begins with a Navajo 

creation story, and moves on to blend fiction, myth and 

memoir in stories of the Native American's struggle to 

survive in two worlds.  His lyrical voice and sharp eye 

for detail bring to life the clash between the traditional 

world of the Navajo people and the harsh realities of 

modern urban life.      

   Judy Lyons and Bill Allen 

MAY 21 A DAY WITH ARTHUR ERICKSON 
NAAC members gathered at Karen Schmirler’s house. 

Each person brought Native American artifacts for 

identification. Arthur Erickson, Vintage Ethnic Art 

Expert, was on hand to talk with folks individually 

about their items, while they casually ate hors 

d’oeuvres and drank wine. All items were displayed 

for group viewing and Arthur also shared information 

with the group, talking about each artifact and 

answering questions. This was wonderful because 

there was a real give and take of information. Arthur 

was very open and approachable. There was a 

tremendously diverse group of items from baskets, 

cornhusk bags, beads, carvings, jewelry, stone 

artifacts, beadwork, etc. One of the standard questions 

was, “Where did you get this?”.  This became a 

fascinating question. Owners of the items told their 

story. Many items had been handed down from in 

families; other items had been dug up while plowing a 

field on the old family farm, etc.  

Since the goal of this event was to raise funds to 

purchase the Robe by Teri Rofkar, information was 

shared with the group about the robe.  All food, wine, 

and Arthur Erickson’s time and expertise were 

donated.  Therefore approximately $1600.00 was 

raised toward the robe.  The event was a successful, 

fun and educational endeavor.  

                                                    Karen Schmirler 

MAY 23, TRIP TO EUGENE 
A bus full of eager travelers journeyed to Eugene to 

Deana’s old stomping grounds. First, we visited the 

University of Oregon Museum of Natural and Cultural 

History 

where we 

were 

welcomed 

by Executive 

director, Jon 

Erlandson, 

Ph.D. with 

whom 

Deana 

worked 

while 

completing 

her Ph.D. 

There we 

were treated to a trip into the vault to see many 

treasures. Later, we shared a deli lunch with students 

at the long standing Many Nations Longhouse. 

Longhouse steward, Gordon Bettles who shepherds 

Native students, offered a few words and a blessing. 
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Visits to two working archaeology labs followed lunch 

where we were able to see specimens and hear tales-

from-the-field from the directors of the labs. 

             Liz Lambert 

JUNE ANNUAL MEETING 

Abundant conversation, enlightening presentations, 

and flavorful food, set the scene for the Annual 

Meeting on June 20th in the Miller Room.  President 

Liz Lambert welcomed the members and guests and 

reviewed the Council goals for 2012-13.  She thanked 

the current officers and board for their service and 

commitment to the Council and she was, in turn, 

applauded for her leadership and dedication. Past 

President, Mary Jo Hessel, introduced the slate of 

officers for the new year, followed by a favorable vote 

from the membership.  

Curator Deana Dartt announced that payment for Teri 

Rofkar’s “Continuum” Robe is complete, and was 

thrilled to announce that an anonymous gift will fund 

the purchase of Clarissa Rizall’s Chilkat “Resilience” 

Robe – the robe was presented, but not purchased, 

during the Museum’s recent “New for  the Wall” 

event.  The two robes will be showcased in 2017 at the 

125th Anniversary of the Museum.  Deana also 

presented a brief overview of her work throughout the 

year as well as a slide show that highlighted new 

acquisitions, many of which have been purchased by 

the Council.  

Liz presented a preview of upcoming activities that 

will insure another busy and informative year!  Judy 

Lyons encouraged everyone to look over the book 

selections for next year’s Reading Circle and attend 

the discussions, as they are meaningful and a great way 

to get to know fellow members! 

Shirod Younker spoke about the Journeys in Creativity 

project that he facilitates through the Oregon College 

of Arts and Crafts.  He invited the participating Native 

American high school students to introduce 

themselves.  The Council helped support this program 

by providing an honorarium to Coast Salish Artist, 

Shaun Peterson, the Artist in Residence for the project.  

Shaun not only displayed some of his stunning prints, 

but also gave an informative power-point presentation 

about his journey as an artist.  He used his technical 

and artistic skills to graphically demonstrate the 

differences between Coast Salish and North Coast 

Native art. (He told us that the pole in Seattle’s 

Pioneer Square was North Coast style and not Coast 

Salish style, those who actually lived in the area.)  

Shaun is a very articulate and talented artist and his 

presentation was a highlight of a very enjoyable and 

informative evening.   

           Sue Henry 

Shaun recently completed this housefront for Bill Holm 

 

 

 

FUTURE PROGRAMS 

SEPTEMBER 18, 4–6 PM  WELCOME BACK 

GATHERING IN THE GALLERIES  
Join fellow NAAC members for our first program of 

the year. Deana Dartt will lead us on a special tour of 

the Native American Galleries, high-lighting both 

contemporary and customary art and the cultural 

threads that weave them together.  A reception will 

follow in the Stevens Room.  Please meet on the 3
rd

 

floor at 4 pm for the tour and talk.   

             Patty Prado 

 

OCTOBER 10,  5–9  MILLER ROOM 
NAAC is co- sponsoring with Native American Youth 

and Family Association (NAYA), October’s “Native 

Professionals Night,” a networking event with Native 

American professionals, artists, and supportive 

community members. This meeting is open to NAAC 

members. Come, meet and mingle with this interesting 

group. 
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  FOCUS 
 NATIVE AMERICAN ART COUNCIL 

      September, 2013 

AFTER BOARDING SCHOOL: IN MOURNING 

Painted by Kaila Rose 

Farrell-Smith (Klamath)  

2011 
 

  36”X 24” oil paint and oil bars on canvas 

Growing up, Kaila learned her tribal 

history from her father, Al Smith 

(Klamath, Modoc).  In his lifetime these 

stories included historical traumas of 

children being removed from families; not 

allowed to speak their language, and 

subsequent loss of culture and family ties.  

This was followed by tribal termination, 

family strife, and loss of traditional lands.  

From her father’s childhood the boarding 

school concept was “Kill the Indian, Save 

the Man”.  Because Kaila’s father was 

resilient and developed survival skills, she 

was raised with the values, beauty, and 

spirit of her indigenous culture. Today, 

Kaila strives to decolonize her mind and 

offer healing.  “I am a Klamath woman”, 

she says.  “It took me awhile to understand 

that there’s this need to return and start 

looking at my indigenous identity; looking 

at how painting explores what that means 

in contemporary society; how indigenous 

people identify with displacement from 

their ancestral homelands.”  This painting 

depicts a native girl whose hair has been 

chopped off.  This was common practice at 

boarding school.  In Kaila’s tribe “Cutting 

hair is only done when someone dies. It’s 

mourning.”  Kaila says “This painting  

references an Edward Curtis photograph, 

Mosa, Mojave .  It is a portrait about the 

embodiment of power in indigenous 

woman’s identity.   

 



 

Page 6 

Compositionally the gaze is focused on the viewer, 

revealing strength beneath the veil of historical 

genocide.  By painting the woman in a large scale and 

with expressive color, I am returning her spirit of 

resistance and survival to her and to untold stories.” 

    Farrell-Smith strives to mend the legacy of being 

raised in a ‘Split Head Society’ (Melissa K. Nelson): 

“This is a term describing indigenous children’s mind 

sets of European colonized thinking forcibly imposed 

on an aboriginal soul through the Indian boarding 

School assimilation process; being raised with an 

indigenous paradigm as well as being educated in 

linear, Western concepts, and society.”  Kaila searches 

for her identity with paint, creating emotive landscapes 

and figures to bridge literal and abstract worlds.  She 

searches for understanding to bridge an identity of two 

conflicting paradigms.  Her marks manifest the present 

and the past, people, language, song, and the 

homelands.  She is named after the Klamath 

mythological character, Kaila (KaEEla), who 

represents creation, the earth, and the land.  She 

identifies as bi-cultural growing up in urban Oregon 

with ties to the larger native, inter-tribal community 

and traveling abroad.  “ Her work focuses on healing 

the historical traumas of dislocation, displacement, 

loss of language, and ceremony while simultaneously 

upholding stories of survival, spiritual regeneration, 

and the power of remembering and invention.”  Her art 

expresses transcendence and beauty. 

Kaila Farrell-Smith was born in 1982 in Ashland, 

Oregon and raised in Germany and Eugene, Oregon.   

Her father, mother, and brother are all artists/painters.  

Kaila graduated from Pacific Northwest College of Art 

in 2004 and is currently an MFA candidate in the 

Contemporary Art Practices and Studio Degree 

Program at Portland State University.   

After Boarding School: In Mourning won the “2012 

Spirit of the NW Award” at the exhibition “In the 

Spirit: Contemporary NW Native Art.” 

It was purchased by the Portland Art Museum in 

October, 2012 with funds from the Native American 

Art Council. 

Sources: www.artofkailarose.com; studio interview 

with artist July 1, 2013. 

 
 Mary Jo Hessel 

 

 

The Wocus 

Gatherers  

2013 Spirit 

of the NW 

Award   

Winner 

'Wocus' is 

the Klamath 

word for the 

yellow lily 

pads in the 

Klamath 

Marsh 

Lakes, the 

seeds in the 

pods are 

food for the  

Klamath/ 

Modoc  

peoples 

 

Oil on 

canvas, 48" 

x 66," 2013. 

 

 

Lavafield Stronghold 
Oil on canvas, 30" x 40," 2013. 

http://www.artofkailarose.com/
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FUTURE PROGRAMS, cont. 

OCTOBER 19 STORYTELLING WITH 

WISDOM OF THE ELDERS 
 Some of the Northwest's finest Native American 

storytellers will share their tales at the eighth annual 

NW Indian Storytelling Festival, Oct. 18-20.  NAAC is 

sponsoring Lower Elway S’Klallam storyteller, Roger 

Fernandes, who captivates with vivid, colorful tales, 

on Saturday night (Oct, 19) at the Native American 

Youth and Family Center (NAYA) at 5135 NE 

Columbia Blvd. in Portland. Events start at 7:30 

For our October NAAC meeting we will gather at 

NAYA to enjoy Roger and others including Elaine 

Grinnell, Toby Joseph, and Darlene Foster. 

  Ann Ereline, Wisdom of the Elders 

 

OCTOBER 24-28 COUNCIL TRIP TO 

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
An exciting itinerary is being planned by Travel Chair 

Anne Avery featuring the Charles Edenshaw exhibit at 

the Vancouver Art Gallery. Included will be a guided 

tour of the exhibit by Robin Wright, curator of Native 

American Art at the Burke, a visit to UBC Museum of 

Anthropology, the Bill Reid Gallery, Stanley Park, a 

group dinner and more.  Information and registration 

will follow. 

 

NOVEMBER 22 RECEPTION FOR NOTED 

ARTIST JAUNE QUICK-TO-SEE SMITH  
Native American Art Council will host a reception for 

nationally known artist, Jaune Quick-to-See Smith on 

Friday, November 22nd from 6-8 pm in the Miller 

Room at the museum.  After a brief welcoming 

reception, the artist will speak to the council about her 

recent work.  Jaune’s visit to Portland has been 

sponsored by Portland Community College.   She is 

the honored speaker for the third Portland Women in 

Art Lecture Series funded in part by Portland 

Community College and the Sylvania Associated 

Students of PCC.  Smith will give a public lecture, 

“My Life as a Cultural Arts Worker and Artist”, at 7 

p.m. on Thursday, November 21st at PCC’s 

Performing Art Center on the Sylvania Campus.  Both 

events are free. Smith’s career as a painter, printmaker, 

curator, and teacher spans five decades.  Her works are 

held in museums and collections around the world. We 

saw a large interactive piece of hers at the Denver Art 

Museum.  She has been honored with numerous 

awards and four doctorate degrees. She is an enrolled 

Salish member of the Confederated Salish and 

Kootenai Nation in Montana.    Our council is honored 

to welcome Jauane Quick-to-See Smith to Portland. 

DECEMBER 12, 6-9pm HOLIDAY DINNER 

FEATURING STORYTELLER ROGER 

FERNANDES 
Save the date!  Miller Room, PAM 

 
DECEMBER 19 ART AND CONVERSATION 
Curator Deana Dartt, 9:15 am Mark Building 

This is a monthly museum event that features a 

different speaker each month.  Come hear Deana! It 

begins with coffee and conversation  

 

JANUARY 28  Nicholas Galanin talk and reception, 

time tbd, Miller Room, 

PAM. NAAC members 

visited his studio in 

Sitka. .Last summer 

NAAC purchased his 

stunning bracelet. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

READING CIRCLE 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 Crumpacker Library Mark 

Building, Portland Art Museum.  Deana Dartt, will be 

joining us.  We will discuss An Arrow in the Earth, 

General Joel Palmer and the Indians of Oregon.  

Two years ago, we read The People Are Dancing 

Again, The history of the Siletz Tribe of Western 

Oregon, by Charles Wilkinson.  Joel Palmer figured 

prominently in that book.  An Arrow in the Earth, by 

Terence O'Donnell, expands on the story of the Siletz 

by including many more Western Indian tribes in this 

compelling history of where we live today.  The book 

takes us through the life of Joel Palmer who spent 

years trying to protect the Indians from degradation 

and abuse against overwhelming odds.  These are two 

books I wish everyone would read.  I hope you can 

join us.    Happy Reading! 

 

Questions?  Contact  

Bill Allen: (billa@pacifier.com; (503)235-3590); or 

Judy Lyons (judywl@comcast.net;  (503) 236-0543). 

mailto:billa@pacifier.com
mailto:judywl@comcast.net
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NATIVE AMERICAN ART COUNCIL 

Portland Art Museum 
1219 SW Park Avenue 
Portland, OR 97205 
Phone: 503/226-2811 
Fax: 503/226-4842 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        

 NATIVE AMERICAN ART COUNCIL 
2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Mark your calendars for these exciting and informative events. More details will be provided as dates draw closer.  

Sept. 10  10 am Board Meeting  West Conference Room (All Welcome)   

Sept. 18  4-6 pm Gathering in the     Begin in third floor gallery. Reception following in the Stevens Room. 

  Galleries with Deana Dartt   

Oct.  8  10 am Board Meeting  West Conference Room (All Welcome)  

Oct. 19  Storytelling at NAYA     NAAC sponsoring Roger Fernandes   

Oct.  23  2 pm Reading Circle   An Arrow in the Earth, General Joel Palmer  

Oct. 25-28 4 day trip   Vancouver: Charles Edenshaw plus 

Nov. 12  10 am Board Meeting  West Conference Room (All Welcome) 

Nov. 22   Reception in the Miller  Juane Quick to See Smith 

Dec. 11  10 am Board Meeting  West Conference Room (All Welcome)    

Dec.  12  Holiday Party  Miller  Featuring Storyteller Roger Fernandes 

Dec. 19  Art and Conversation  Deana Dartt is the featured speaker 

Jan. 26  2 pm Reading Circle  Shell Shaker, LeAnne Howe (Choctaw) 

Jan. 28  Artist talk, reception  Nicholas Galanin  


