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President's Message 

 
Dear Council Members, 

This month's newsletter seems to be a "SAVE 
THE DATE" message. I am certain that you are 
beginning to organize your calendars as our 
weather becomes warmer and the days longer. 
Consequently, planning for our Spring activities 
continues unabated with your Board. 
 
The Board is planning our March 19, 2015 
evening meeting; hosting another Sunday afternoon reception for 
our own David Margulis, April 19, 2015 in conjunction with the 
Italian Style exhibition; and our proposed trip to the Tacoma Art 
Museum, Wednesday May 13, 2015. 
 
In addition this is the time of year when the art councils begin 
their nominating process for next year's Executive Board. Our 
own Sarah Monro is chairing this committee and doing an 
outstanding job. Our European and American Art Council Annual 
meeting will be held on June 17, 2015 where I will present you a 
review of our 2014-2015 activities, acquisitions, and travel. In 
addition, members will be electing the 2015-2016 Board. 
 
Just to keep us "on our toes", our Annual Meeting will include a 
tour by Dawson Carr, Ph.D., The Janet and Richard Geary 
Curator of European Art, Portland Art Museum, introducing us to 
the exhibition: "Gods and Heroes, Masterpieces works from the 
Ecole des Beaux-Arts, Paris". I will write further details next 
month. Please consider joining our group traveling to Tacoma, 
attending our annual meeting, enjoying the company of fellow 
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lovers of European and American art, and increasing your 
knowledge. 
 
See you at our March meeting or around the galleries.  
 

Carol Ann Caveny 

 

 
Curator's Column 

   

Meet Servane Dargnies, French Intern  

  

I am delighted to introduce Servane Dargnies, our first intern 
from the Institut National du Patrimoine, the  

branch of France's Ministry of Culture 
responsible for training and administering 
all curators and conservators in state 
museums. Following a highly competitive 
entrance examination, the curator trainees 
undergo an intensive, eighteen-month 
program of studies including subjects such 
as conservation, public finances, law, and 
the management of cultural resources, 

personnel and facilities.  
 
To gain practical experience, the trainees undertake a series of 
internships at the end of the program. Servane spent a month 
assisting Dominique de Font-Réaulx, the director of the Musée 
Delacroix, Paris, and five months with Vincent Droguet, director 
of the glorious Château de Fontainebleau. The final step is being 
posted to a foreign institution to broaden the trainee's 
professional outlook through the discovery of distinct 
collections, work methods, and approaches to cultural resources. 
Obviously, the development of contacts abroad will prove 
especially beneficial for the future elaboration of international 
projects. 

  

During her six weeks with us, Servane will interview many 
members of our senior staff about our procedures and 
challenges. In addition, she will be working on two projects. 
First, she will assist in planning the installation of our summer 
exhibition, Gods and Heroes: Masterpieces from the École des 
Beaux-Arts, Paris. Her second project relates to her ongoing 
research for her Ph.D. dissertation on Théophile Thoré-Bürger 

 

Servanne Dargnies 



  
 

(1807-1869), the great French journalist and art critic. Many of 
you will remember Thoré for his rediscovery of Vermeer, but he 
wrote about virtually all of his contemporaries and was a 
significant collector as well. Servane is taking advantage of the 
presence of the Clement Greenberg collection in our Museum to 
study a major 20th-century critic/collector, and I am sure that 
this experience will enrich her analysis of his French 
predecessor. 

Servane will take up her first museum job in July and I will 
let you know when that appointment is announced. I hope 
to introduce her to you in person before Ricardo de 
Mambro Santos's lecture on March 19, but if you see her at 
the Museum in the meantime, please introduce yourself 
and welcome her to Portland.  

 

Dawson Carr, Ph.D.  

The Janet and Richard Geary Curator for European Art  

 

MARCH 19th  LECTURE 

 

THURSDAY, March 19: 

Miller Gallery, 6:00 p.m. Social Hour  

6:30 p.m. Program: Ricardo De Mambro Santos, Ph.D., 

Associate Professor of Art History; Italian and 
European Renaissance and Mannerism, Willamette 
University 

F for Fake, Fellini and Fashion 

  

 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, April 19:  

2:00 p.m. - Whitsell Auditorium  

David Margulis will lecture on historic Italian jewelry.  
Mr. Margulis, owner of Margulis Jewelers, is a member of  the 
Society of Jewelry Historians and the EAAC .   



Reception following in the Stevens  
 
Advanced ticket purchase is recommended for lecture.  

Wednesday, May 13th: Trip to Tacoma Art Museum  
see guest curator's column below - details on trip will be sent in 
a separate flyer  

 

Thursday, May 21: Lecture to be announced 

 

Wednesday, June 17th: Annual Meeting and Dinner 

 
Guest Curator's Column 

 

In anticipation of our May 13th trip to the 
Tacoma Art Museum,Margaret Bullock, 
Curator of Collections and Special Exhibitions, 
contributed this column on the Haub 
collection and the Georgia O'Keeffe exhibition. 

  

Art of the American West exhibition 

Erivan and Helga Haub donated 295 Western American works 
of art from their private collection to the Tacoma Art Museum, 
along with endowment funds for the future care and educational 
opportunities related to the collection, as well as substantial 
support of the new Haub Family Galleries. The Haubs, inspired 
by their love of art and nature, began collecting Western 
American art in the early 1980s and developed one of the most 
important collections in private hands. Their passion for the 
West helped shape their artistic choices, which chronicle the 
land, people, wildlife, and history of the great American West. 
Works in the collection span more than 200 years, from famed 
early artists/explorers to notable present day masters. 
  

Originally from Germany, the Haubs have had close personal 
and business ties to the Pacific Northwest since the 1950s and 
specifically Tacoma, where their three sons were born. They 
chose Tacoma Art Museum to receive their collection because of 
their desire for a location that is accessible to many visitors and 
their compelling ties with the city. "We are very excited that the 
Tacoma Art Museum is the new home to our family's collection," 
said Christian Haub. "My brothers and I were born in Tacoma 
and we have many fond memories of our childhood summers 



there. I come to Tacoma regularly and continue to enjoy all that 
the area has to offer." 
  

The Haub Family Collection includes prominent 19th century 
artists who shaped the views of Native Americans, mountain 
men, cowboys, and pristine American landscapes, such as 
George Catlin, John Mix Stanley, Thomas Moran, Alexander 
Phimister Proctor, and Frederic Remington. There are also 20th 
century artists who brought modern art movements west and 
who explored western history and American identity, such as 
Georgia O'Keefe, Taos Society members E. Martin Hennings and 
Joseph Henry Sharp, Tom Lovell, and John Clymer. Works by 
many artists who are active and working today are also a unique 
aspect of this collection. Contemporary Native American artists 
such as John Nieto and Kevin Red Star take a fresh approach 
and portray American culture in a modern light, and pop artist 
Bill Schenck uses humor and satire to challenge long-held 
assumptions about the American West. 

Eloquent Objects exhibition 

Eloquent Objects: Georgia O'Keeffe and Still-Life Art in New 
Mexico features more than 60 paintings by Georgia O'Keeffe and 
her contemporaries. Their art records their changing 
impressions of the harsh landscape of the Southwest and the 
region's evocative objects at a time when these artists were 
seeking to refine their individual versions of modern art through 
this uniquely American place. In addition to O'Keeffe and the 
iconic modernists Stuart Davis and Marsden Hartley, artists 
from each of the major art centers in the Southwest - Taos, Santa 
Fe, Albuquerque and Roswell - will be highlighted. These artists 
include, among others, Gustave Baumann, Catherine Critcher, 
and Eliseo Rodriguez. 

 

 
Margaret Bullock 

 
New Members 

 

Welcome to our new members:  
 
 Marj Raymond    
  



 
Past Lecture 

 
El Greco's 

Holy Family with Mary Magdalen:  

 A Masterwork in Context 

 

On Sunday, February 16th, Dawson Carr, Ph.D. (The Janet and 
Richard Geary Curator of European Art) lectured on the 
magnificent El Greco painting currently visiting the museum, 
the fifth in PAM's Masterworks/Portland series.  

 

Speaking to a packed house in the Fields Ballroom and 
illustrating copiously with slides, Dawson placed this 1595-1600 
work in the context of its place in the painter's oeuvre and in the 
larger picture of Spanish and Italian art of its period. 
 
Dawson traced the rather convoluted life of Doménikos 
Theotokópoulos, a Greek icon painter, who acquired the 
nickname "El Greco" during a three year sojourn in Venice. 
Having journeyed there from his native Crete at age 26, he 
learned perspective and expression from the great Venetian 
painters (chiefly Tintoretto). He then set up a workshop in Rome 
and was immersed in the new style of Mannerism but failed to 
gain a foothold, possibly having to do with his arrogance toward 
Italian painters so revered in Rome (He actually offered to 
repaint Michelangelo's Last Judgement in the Sistine Chapel!) 
 
It was in Toledo, Spain that El Greco's unique personal style 
developed to its fullest and most of his masterpieces were 



created, including the Holy Family with Mary Magdalen. 
 
After having seen this lecture twice, the following points struck 
me as important takeaways: 
 
* El Greco's influence on late 19th and early 20th century 
modernism can't be over-emphasized. Dawson traced his 
influence on Jackson Pollock, through his teacher, Thomas Hart 
Benton. Picasso's Les Demoiselles d'Avignon is certainly 
influenced by El Greco's Opening of the Fifth Seal. 
 
* The Mannerist's ideal form, the flame, can be clearly seen in 
the body of the Christ Child in our painting. 
 
* The inclusion of the figure of Mary Magdalen in our painting 
cannot be seen as literal. It was common to include saints from 
wildly different time-frames in religious paintings. The 
Magdalen figure is included as a contrast to the Virgin and as a 
symbol of penitence. 
 
* Modern scholarship on El Greco has just received an important 
new source, with the acquisition last December by the National 
Library in Spain of El Greco's annotated copy of Vasari's Lives of 
the Painters, which was only discovered  in the 1960s and has 
remained out of general reach in a private collection since then. 
 
My own list of must-visit cities has now grown to include Toledo 
because of Dawson's vivid descriptions of El Greco's adopted 
home. Perhaps we could, in future, persuade Dawson to lead the 
EAAC in a tour to Spain! 

 

Carol Shults 

 

Film 

Fathom Events is presenting several art-related films over the 
next few months. They will be shown at both the Cedar Hills 
Crossing and Lloyd Center theaters. All films run for one and a 
half hours.You may buy tickets on line or at the theater. Click 
here here to go to the website. 

Van Gogh - Tuesday, April 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Enjoy complete and unprecedented access to the treasures of 
Amsterdam's Van Gogh Museum in a special re-showing of the 
gallery's collection in celebration of the 125th anniversary of Van 
Gogh's death. Experience the wonder of seeing these 
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masterpieces on the big screen while specially invited guests, 
including world-renowned curators and historians, offer their 
interpretations and explanations of his work. With exclusive new 
research revealing incredible recent discoveries, the Van Gogh 
Museum has helped craft a cinema experience like no other. 
 
Girl with the Pearl Earring - Tuesday, June 23, 7:00 
p.m. 
After two years on a blockbuster world tour, the Girl with a Pearl 
Earring has returned home to the much-loved Mauritshuis 
museum in The Hague, which has just completed extensive 
renovations. With huge lines waiting for a glimpse of her 
inscrutable beauty and nearly 1.2 million visitors at its stop in 
Japan, the enduring appeal of this masterpiece is indisputable. 
This one-night event pursues the many unresolved riddles 
surrounding the extraordinary painting and its mysterious 
creator, Vermeer. Who was this girl? Why and how was it 
painted? Why is it so revered? 
 
The Impressionists - Tuesday, July 14, 7:00 p.m.  
Durand-Ruel's brave decision to exhibit the Impressionists in 
New York in 1886 introduced enlightened, wealthy Americans to 
modern French painting. In doing so, he not only filled great 
American galleries with Impressionist masterworks, but also 
kept impressionism alive at a time when it faced complete 
failure. But just who were they really? Why and how did they 
paint? What lies behind their enduring appeal? 
 
To help answer these questions, enjoy secured, unique access to 
a major new exhibition focusing on the 19th century Parisian art 
collector Paul Durand-Ruel, featuring the works of Cezanne, 
Monet, Degas, Renoir and many more. This eagerly anticipated 
exhibition is perhaps the most comprehensive ever held about 
the Impressionists.  

Christine Nelson 

 
Giovanni Battista Moroni 

 

Do you remember our 2006 exhibition Great Painters in 
Brescia from the Renaissance to the 18th Century? 
 
Included in the group of wonderful portraits was this painting, 
Portrait of a Doctor (The Magistrate).   
  



   
Giovanni Battista Moroni (Italian, b. 
no later than 1524, d. 1578).    
1560. Oil on canvas. 45.87 x 36 in 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The National Gallery in London 

examines another portrait by this artist, The Tailor. 
To learn more about this painting 
and savor a little slow looking, click 
here. 

 

The Tailor ('Il Tagliapanni') 
1565-70, Giovanni Battista 

Moroni 
Gift or Charles Eastlake 

 

 
 

Portland Art Museum 

European & American  
Art Council 

1219 SW Park Avenue 

Portland, Oregon 97205-2486 

 
 

  
Apologies for the late delivery of this newsletter.  We have had 

some technical problems which are now resolved. 

 

Christine Nelson 
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