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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE - FALL 2015

Mary Sayler

Today is starting out with very hot weather, yet again, but we
all know that summer will soon end and the activities of the
Native American Art Council will resume.  I can tell you that I
am looking forward to cooler weather now that Fall is on the
horizon. Personally, I have always felt that September is a
new beginning in many ways, ever since my children were in

school. And, of course, the Native American Art Council looks forward to
exceptional programs in 2015-16.

Program Chair - Patty Prado - has organized our first event with Mike
Murawski, Director of Education and Public Programs, on September 15
to introduce the council to the new Center for Contemporary Native Arts
featuring three well-known artists. We will have a "sneak peek" before the
room is open to the public in mid October. Details in Patty's program
report later in this ALERT.

Curator Deana Dartt is ready to pick up where she left off before her
official family leave last May. We also know that she will "hit the ground
running" when she returns in early September. So many exciting events
coming up in 2016 and we look forward to Deana's expertise and advice.

This week I visited the OSU campus and stopped in at the Native
American Long House Eena Haws (Beaver House) - built 2 years ago.
Beautiful totems and woodwork throughout the building honor the tribal
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heritage of native OSU students. Among its treasures are two bronze
sculptures by the late Apache artist, Allan Houser.  The first sculpture is
"Mountain Echoes"and the second sculpture is the 8 foot, 600 pound
"Watercarrier"donated to the center by the family of developer and
philanthropist, John Gray, a 1940 OSU alumnus. Another prominent
artwork inside the longhouse is a 12-foot totem pole created by Clarence
Mills, a member of the Haida Nation. Mills and two assistants carved the
totem from an 800-year-old cedar tree that fell in Stanley Park in
Vancouver, BC during a 2006 storm. Thirteen creatures appear on the
360-degree totem.  Other work in the center by Oregon artists includes
paintings by Rick Bartow (Wiyot/Yurok), and metalwork by Tony Johnson
(Chinook) and our own NAAC member Shirod Younker (Coquile/Coos).
Definitely worth a visit if you are down Corvallis way! 
   
Activities up North with the Coast Salish peoples and other First Nations
of the Pacific Coast include:
`           - Haida Gwaii Heritage Centre - Opening in September -  an
exhibition of work by noted Haida artist Michel Nicoll Yahgulanaas,
haidaheritagecentre.com
             - Burke Museum at University of Washington in Seattle is
presenting a program on September 3 at 7:00 p.m.  Lightning Serpents in
Washington State:  Makah Culture and the Importance of Oral Histories.
Program led by Micah McCarty, Nisqually Tribal Council,
http://burkemuseum.org/events
 
Please make note of other events and activities in the ALERT, in the right
hand column.

On a more serious note, we mark the passing of two important figures in
our council:
            John Gogol - 8/15/38 - 7/23/15, a historian whose life goal was to
record the art and history of the Native American Indian. He edited and
published the American Indian Basketry Magazine, found in museums
and libraries around the world and was well known in museum circles
throughout the US.
            John Wild, MD, MRCP - 11/12/23 - 7/26/15. John and Sabine
Wild have been long time members of the NAAC Council. His life was
very eventful from being a fire watcher during WWII, an actor and an
internist after the war. He was a member of the Royal College of
Physicians and practiced medicine at Kaiser Foundation as a cardiologist
for 32 years, and was a published researcher and author. His full obituary
was in the Aug.16, 2015 Oregonian. Our condolences to Sabine.   
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L-R Greg Archuleta, Sara
Siestreem, and Greg Robinson

AND  CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY NATIVE ARTS
TOUR

TUES, SEPT. 15

Patty Prado 
Portland Art Museum, Stevens Room*

6:00 pm - Refreshments and Mingling Followed by Tour
 

NAAC members will have a special preview of the new Center for
Contemporary Native Arts on September 15. (Please note this is a date
change from the previously communicated September 14.)
After refreshments and mingling, Mike Murawski, PAM's Director of
Education & Public Programs, will take us on a behind the scenes tour of
this exciting initiative.

 
The new Center for Contemporary Native Arts parallels the museum's
larger curatorial vision of intentionally bridging the past and present
through integrating more contemporary artwork into the Native American
galleries. This approach, led by our curator,  Dr. Deana Dartt, allows
visitors to take away a greater understanding of Native peoples as not
only still living but as sophisticated, dynamic, and changing.

 
"Including contemporary Native art in museums today allows Native
Americans to have a voice--a part in how their narrative is woven," says
Dartt. The planning of the Center has involved the Museum's Native
American Advisory Committee as well as Native artists and others
involved in supporting Native American art and culture across the region.  

The Center's inaugural exhibition will
feature the work of contemporary
Oregon Native artists Greg Archuleta,
Greg Robinson, and Sara Siestreem.
These three artists bring forward a
strong sense of the continuum of
Native living cultures and artistic
practices in these places we now call
Portland and Oregon.
 
DETAILS:  Reception in Stevens Room*
(lower level, PAM main building). The
preview tour will follow. The Center's
official opening is scheduled for Friday,
October 16, so hold that date!  More

details to follow.
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NEW MEMBERS 
2015-16 NAAC DIRECTORY

Barbara Kim & Karen Schmirler
 
We welcome new members Jane Knechtel and Alison Miller. 
(See the side bar for their contact information.)

Membership is currently working on the 2015-2016 NAAC DIRECTORY.
We work very hard to make sure all information in the directory is
accurate. If anything has changed about the contacting information we
have for you, make sure we have your latest information. Please contact
either Barbara Kim, bkwinta@comcast.net, or Karen Schmirler,
twelve12hawks@yahoo.com.
 
Make sure you contact us ASAP with any changes. We want to have the
directory completed by mid-September, so we can give a directory to
each of our members attending the "Welcome Back Program", on
Tuesday,  September 15th.  (All other directories will be mailed to our
members.)

NAAC TRAVEL IDEAS

Anne Avery

The Alaska trip that was discussed for September has been postponed. 
But other excursions closer to home are being discussed. No dates have
been set.  

The first idea is a trip to the Grand Ronde reservation to see the newly
developed cultural center, and visit with elders. Kathleen Marquart, who
has spent professional time at the health clinic on the reservation has
many friends there. She is taking the planning lead for this trip, and
currently she is thinking October.  

Another trip under consideration is to the Makah reservation and the
Jamestown S'klallam reservation in northwest Washington. Patty Prado
travelled there this July and has some ideas.  

Still another trip that might be interesting would be to the Colville
reservation where Chief Joseph spent the last years of his life. I met
Jackie Cook, Repatriation Specialist based at Nespelem (who originally

3033 NE Tillamook
Portland, OR
97212-5137
jknechtel@comcast.
net
503-702-9246
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* Friday, Dec. 11 
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* Feb. 5-May 6,
Edward Curtis Story
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Native American
Fashion Show



created the permanent exhibit at Tamastslikt), and she had some
interesting suggestions that included the soon-to-be-finished Wampanum
cultural center at Priest Rapids dam on the Yakima River and a highly
recommended Colville Museum at Coulee Dam. 

For larger trips we will see if Deana has time to suggest something related
to next year's shows. Next summer will mark four years since our last
visit to Celebration in Juneau, and there are several exciting new
developments in that area, according to Kathleen Marquart who frequently
visits her relatives in Wrangel and Juneau. Any ideas are welcome:
anne.avery@comcast.net

NAYA 
POWWOW, SATURDAY, SEPT. 12

 GALA, FRIDAY, NOV. 13
Articles from the Aug. 14, 2015 NAYA E-Newsletter

NEERCHOKIKOO HONORING POWWOW

The Neerchokikoo Honoring Powwow has developed into a well-
anticipated annual event at NAYA Family Center. We use this opportunity
each year to honor members of our community for their contribution to the
important work that NAYA does to enhance the lives of our youth,
families, and Elders. Since 2010, the powwow has drawn friends and
families from within the Native community, welcoming the public to gather
in festivities celebrating Native culture and tradition. This time is special
for many as they share and practice Native dances, music, art, food and
community. NAYA celebrates the tradition of powwow with dance
competition for men and women of all ages. Our Tiny Tots exhibition
dancing showcases the youth of our community, and throughout the day
dancers of all generations step out to display their talent and pride in
Native Indian traditions. Schedule includes:   

11 am         Gourd Dance 
12 pm         Grand Entry
4 pm           Veteran Honoring
4:30 pm      Community/Volunteer                  
                        Honoring Ceremony
7 pm           Grand Entry
10 pm         Retire the Flags

Once called Neerchokikoo, the site on which NAYA now stands was a
thriving village for the Multnomah Chinook people well into the 20th
century. It had more than 126 dwellings and a year-round encampment. In
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June of 2006, NAYA Family Center moved to this site; NAYA staff
officially asked the Chinook community for permission to make their new
home on Chinook homeland.

SAVE the DATE - Friday, Nov.13, 2015
NAYA 12th Annual Gala

Portland Art Museum
 

The NAYA Gala is Oregon's largest celebration of Native American
Heritage Month. An intimate gathering of nearly 600 of our community's
closest friends, the Gala is an opportunity to enjoy Native American
cuisine, traditional dance performances, Native songs and drumming, and
beautiful Indigenous art up for bid in our live and silent auction. The Gala is
also a great place to meet with Native American community leaders and
our allies from across the region. Representatives from tribes,
foundations, businesses and non-profits come together to celebrate our
community's growth and continued success.

TRIBAL FISHERS MEMORIAL 
SALMON BAKE AND ART SALE, SATURDAY, SEPT.

26

Invitation

  
The Fishers Memorial Task Force of the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish
Commission invites you to attend a Salmon Bake and Art Sale Fundraiser
in support of the proposed Columbia River Fishers Memorial. A memorial
to those lost to the river and a safety reminder to those who remain.
 
Enjoy a traditionally prepared salmon dinner, live entertainment, and art
created by internationally renowned American Indian artists.
The event is being held at Helvetia Winery in Hillsboro. $600 per table or
$75 per person.
 
(If interested, contact Mary Sayler)

JIM PEPPER FEST 2015 -  WE ARE ALL RELATED

Join My Mailing List

Forward to a Friend

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1119190585018
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1119190585018&a=1122014148875&ea=


Delbert Anderson Trio

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26

The 3rd Annual Jim Pepper Native Arts Festival will be held Saturday,
Sept. 26 at Parkrose High School, on the grass, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. All
ages are welcome. Admission is free. Donations accepted.
  www.jimpepperfest.net

The Festival celebrates the legacy of Jim Pepper and supports access to
music education. Line up includes:

Music of Navajo Groove Warriors
(the Delbert Anderson Trio),
Music of One Heart, Poetry
reading by Avotcja Jiltonilro, Jim
Pepper Flying Eagle All-Stars,
Music by Bigg B, Four Directions
Drum, Dance, Native Student
Performers, Parkrose Student
Performers, Parkrose Music
Teachers Ensemble, Northwest Indian Veterans Association Color
Guard, among others.

NATIVE AMERICAN ART STUDIES ASSOCIATION
Santa Fe, September 30-October 4, 2015

Anne Avery

The Native American Art Studies Association  encourages the study and
exchange of ideas about Native American art. The biannual meeting of
this group is in Santa Fe September 30 to October 3, 2015. Open to
anyone who becomes a member (as low as $35), the purpose of  the
conference is "to discuss and disseminate knowledge concerning Native
American art." Curator, Dr. Deana Dartt, who sits on the board of this
organization, has encouraged NAAC members to attend. 
 
Based at the Buffalo Thunder Casino on the Santa Clara reservation just
outside Santa Fe, the program includes special tours, gallery and
museum visits and a jam-packed program including a keynote address
by Bob Haozous. The program includes worldwide artists and scholars,
some familiar to NAAC travelers: Robin Wright and Katie Bunn-Marcuse
from the Burke Museum, Rebecca Dobkins from the Hallie Ford
Museum, Jennifer Kramer from the University of British Columbia
Museum of Anthropology, Ken Williams from the Wheelwright Museum,
Christina Burke from the Philbrook, Joyce Szabo from University of New
Mexico, Heather Ahtone from the Fred Jones Junior Museum of Art and,

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuI1u92hOnx5JhFyyKbrHs0MG3Ta4Sd3w03BM6I9acFxwGlkxbkszVArGOVBPAVxpLpKg0RtKheYFcKFhp48xekJJgIAMJvkMAAKm_yUek8ziaOT5FhWUZbcqPGiyntDofg==&c=&ch=


of course Deana. The breadth and variety of topics and participants is
exhaustive.  For the latest program check the NAASA newsletter on the
website www.nativearts.org

NORTHWEST INDIAN STORYTELLING 
FRIDAY/SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16/17

Patty Prado

Northwest Indian Storytelling Association at PAM 

The Northwest Indian Storytelling
Association (NISA) celebrates its
tenth season of traditional tribal
storytelling in Portland on October
16-17. Friends and relatives from
around the region and generations
of tribal storytellers gather to
enjoy and learn from one another at
the Tenth Annual Northwest Indian
Storytelling Festival.
 
The art of traditional storytelling
is woven into each evening on
Friday, October 16th at Portland
Community College's Cascade Campus, and Saturday, October 17th
at Portland Art Museum. Storytellers include Roger Fernandes (Lower
Elwha S'Klallam), Elaine Grinnell (Jamestown S'Klallam), Esther
Stutzman (Kalapuya and Coos) and Raven Heavy Runner (Blackfoot).  
  
NISA was formed in 2005 to encourage, preserve and strengthen
traditional storytelling among tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho, and
to share tribal oral cultural arts with our entire regional community. The
Native American Art Council at the Portland Art Museum has joined
NISA's elder Native American storytellers at these evening tribal
storytelling events in past  years and is hosting Saturday evening's
festival event for this special tenth annual celebration.  
  
For more information or to purchase tickets, visit
http://wisdomoftheelders.org 
call (503) 775-4014, or email  nisa@wisdomoftheelders.org .
 
NAAC members can attend some events free. Plan to attend and watch
for more details closer to the date!
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2015-2016 READING CIRCLE
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 28TH

"GREEN GRASS, RUNNING WATER" 

Bill Allen and Judy Lyons
 

After a nice, sunny summer, you still have time to read the selection for
our first Reading Circle on Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 2 PM in the Museum
Library. The book is :
 
Green Grass, Running Water, by Thomas King (Cherokee)

Alberta is a university professor who would like to trade
her two boyfriends for a baby but no husband; Lionel is
forty and still sells televisions for a patronizing boss; Eli
and his log cabin stand in the way of a profitable dam
project. These three-and others-are coming to the
Blackfoot reservation for the Sun Dance, including four
Indian elders (each one tells their own Creation story)

and their companion, the trickster Coyote-and nothing in the small town of
Blossom will be the same again...
 
Questions for thought:  1. Are the old people four Indian Gods?
                                      2. What's going on with all the water?
                                      3.  What does the title of the book refer to? 

SAVE THE DATE - FRIDAY, DEC. 11
NAAC HOLIDAY PARTY

Ginny Allen

Please save the date of Friday, December 11th for our HOLIDAY PARTY
AND DINNER. We will be honoring Lillian Pitt. She has been a member of
the Council since the beginning and has offered us friendship and support
during our thirty-one years. We are just starting to plan the evening, but
know you will not want to miss this tribute to a remarkable artist and friend
of the Council.

TRAVEL STORIES 
OKLAHOMA--OUT OF THE DUST

and
OLYMPIC PENINSULA:  



Sacred Rain Arrow, Allan Houser,
Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK

FUTURE TRIP FOR NAAC?

OKLAHOMA-OUT OF THE DUST 
Anne Avery and Liz Lambert

When you think of Oklahoma
do you think of the Native
Americans who were forced to
settle there as displaced,
dejected, voiceless?  Not so at
all--in fact quite the opposite, as
several NAAC members
discovered in June on a trip led
by Maryhill Museum Curator of
Art Steve Grafe. In fact the
Oklahoma City and Tulsa
areas are hot-beds of Native
American creative activity--
very different, though on a par

with Santa Fe. The "Five Civilized Tribes" (Cherokee, Chickasaw,
Choctaw, Creek and Seminole) and 33 other federally recognized
tribes each claim a piece of the Oklahoma Territory. Following are
a few highlights from the trip.

Annually in June the Red Earth Festival brings them together for a
powwow and art fair where the atmosphere crackles with spirit! 
Two artists we met at the Red Earth Festival are in the "Native
Fashion Now" exhibit currently at the Peabody Essex Museum
and coming to Portland next summer: Margaret Roach Wheeler
(Chickasaw-Choctaw), a fiber artist who weaves wearable art
based on Native American Indian dress, and Nelda Schrupp
(Ihunktewan-Nakota), whose jewelry and small sculpture designs
often revolve around the sacred "rattle."  The "Honored One" at
Red Earth Festival 2015 was Merlin Little Thunder (S. Cheyenne),
who was scheduled to present to the group the next day.

At the Philbrook Museum of Art in Tulsa colleagues were familiar
with PAM director Brian Ferriso, who was executive director and
CEO there before coming to Portland.  At the Philbrook Downtown,
which opened recently for Native American Art, Curator Christina
Burke (family friend of Barbara Kim) described her process in
designing the museum and exhibition.

Also in Tulsa an evening with three artists included Merlin Little



Butterfly Basket
Seedpot, Wallace
Nez, Jr., Fred
Jones, Jr. Museum

Thunder (S. Cheyenne) with his exquisitely detailed miniature
paintings; Molly Murphy Adams (Missoula/Lakota/Salish), whose
beadwork mixes media in unconventional ways to explore her
mixed background; and Robert Taylor ( Blackfoot/Cherokee/
Osage/Black Dutch ), who uses symbolism, allegory and distortion
to comment on Native American history and spirituality in his
paintings. 

At the recently expanded Fred Jones Jr.
Museum of Art on the University of Oklahoma
campus an exhibit on the accelerated vitality of
indigenous printmaking credited five key
Native American printmaking sites that have
emerged:  Bacone College in Muskogee, the
Institute of American Indian Art in Santa Fe,
the Tamarind Institute in Albuquerque, the Inuit
print studios from across Nunavut, Canada,
Oklahoma University in Norman, and Crow's
Shadow Institute in Pendleton. Wendy Red
Star, Joe Fedderson, James Lavadour, and
Rick Bartow were all represented.

According to Heather Ahtone, Assistant Curator of Native
American and Non-Western Art at Fred Jones Jr. museum, only
five indigenous professionals currently administer off-reservation
Native American collections in the U.S., one of whom is Deana
Dartt. As we are learning from Deana, the Native American way of
seeing their beautiful and historic objects can be radically different
from the way the European/white culture interprets them.  Because
the United States government and many individuals have been
insensitive and cruel to indigenous people over a long period of
time, the Indians' anger often erupts at the intrusion of white folks
trying to explain to each other these wonderful objects. Indigenous
arts professionals are important for authentic presentation of these
collections--and for sensitizing the public to the issue itself. And we
are fortunate to have Deana.

OLYMPIC PENINSULA: FUTURE TRIP FOR NAAC?
 Patty Prado

NAAC Vice President Patty Prado took a road trip up the Olympic
Peninsula in July and shared her impressions and photos with the
thoughtsthe area would be a great trip for the Council.  Here are a
few highlights:



Entrance
Art

Evergreen
Longhouse

Entrance to Jamestown S'Klallam

The Longhouse Education and Cultural Center at
Evergreen State College, Olympia is a multipurpose
facility, located on the campus, that promotes
indigenous arts and culture. Tina Kuckkahn-Miller,
Center Director, gave an impromptu tour of "The House
of Welcome." The Center recently completed
construction of a Carving Studio and offers an Artist-in-
Residence Program. Their art collection includes works
by Lillian Pitt, Rick Bartow, Shaun Peterson and other
Northwest Native Artists.

An other stop of
interest is the Jamestown
S'Klallam Reservation,
located between Sequim and
Port Townsend. Highlighted
by impressive carvings, the
tribe operates an excellent art
gallery. Other buildings house
administration and the tr ibe's
enterprises, including a
casino.

Two hours west of Port
Angeles, winding and wooded

roads take you to the village of Neah Bay, home of the Makah
Tribe. The Makah, whalers by tradition, are actively working to
regain these treaty rights. The Makah Museum and Cultural
Center is located at the entrance to the village.The museum
interprets and houses 300-500 year old artifacts recovered from
the Ozette Archeological Site. Excavations at Ozette revealed a
pre-contact village, including houses, wood and basketry objects,
all preserved when the village was covered in a mudslide. Over
55,000 Ozette artifacts are curated and displayed at the museum.
Executive Director Janine Ledford, who first worked on the
archeological materials in school, cordially invites NAAC to visit.

For the intrepid, a walk out to the bluffs of Cape
Flattery provides a stunning vista of the Strait of San
Juan de Fuca and the Makah's traditional whaling
areas. 

NATIVE ARTS AND CULTURES FOUNDATION



Anna Tsouhlarakis, artist

(NACF)
NATIONAL ARTIST FELLOWSHIPS

E-News from the Native Arts and Cultures Foundation

The Native Arts and Cultures Foundation awarded 2015 NACF National
Artist Fellowships to thirteen artists in the fields of performing arts, music,
literature, visual arts and traditional arts. Awardees were selected from a
national open call of American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian
applicants. Awarded artists receive a monetary award through the support
of the Ford Foundation and the generosity of arts patrons. 

CATEGORIES (and example of
artistic work area):
TRADITIONAL ARTS 
* Kelly Church (Anishnable black ash
basket maker); 
* Clarissa Rizal (weavings); 
* David Boxley (Master carver)
VISUAL ARTS
* Frank Big Bear (colored pencil drawings and collage and painting)
* James Luna (performance art)
* Anna Tsouhlarakis (visual art)
MUSIC
* Stephen Qacung Blanchett (band Payuma and fusion of traditional
Yup'ik drum songs and contemporary sounds)
* Lehua Kalima (Native Hawaiian music with pop and folk)
* Starr Kalahiki (gospel, jazz and bossa nova and focus on poetry and
songs of Queen Lili'uokalani)
LITERATURE
* Layli Long Soldier
* Laura Da' 
* Linda Hogan
PERFORMING ARTS
* Martha Redbone                         
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