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November 10th Lecture..... remember to RSVP 

   

 

   
Dr. Tami Lasseter Clare will be delivering the last of our three lectures on conservation and 

restoration at our upcoming meeting on Thursday, November 10th: 

Miller Gallery, 6:00 p.m.:  Social Hour 
6:30 p.m.: Program  

 If you are attending please RSVP  
to the EAAC Hotline, 503.276.4267, then press option #3.   

 

Curator's Column 

 

 

tel:503.276.4267


 

Circle of Guercino (Italian, 1591-1666) 
Reuben Showing the Bloody Coat of Joseph to Jacob 1655-1670  

 Oil on Canvas 
Gift of Miss Caroline Burke, 57.17  

 
What a difference a frame makes! I am very grateful to the Council for commissioning a 
new frame for Reuben Showing the Bloody Coat of Joseph to Jacob by a painter in the circle 
of Giovanni Francesco Barbieri, who was known as Guercino (1591-1666). Guercino was 
one of the most renowned painters of the Italian Baroque period and his compositions were 
highly sought by collectors during his lifetime and for at least a generation thereafter.  
 
His original painting is owned by Richard Feigen, a dealer in New York, who is offering it 
for $3,000,000. Our painting is a close version and was likely created in  
Guercino's workshop or, shortly after his death by his nephews, Cesare and Benedetto 
Gennari, who inherited his business and continued satisfying the demand for his images. 
The painting was formerly shown in a slender molding from a frame shop. The new, much 
more substantial frame has greatly enhanced the bold composition, as you will see when 
you next visit the Meier Gallery.  
 
The frame was made by Richard Boerth of Seattle, the finest frame maker in the Pacific 
Northwest. Richard has both carved new frames and supplied antique frames for many of 
the Museum's paintings, including Francesco Fidanza's Vesuvius Erupting at Night, which 
the Council helped to acquire in 2013.   

New in the Galleries 



Lambert-Sigisbert Adam's Galatea (1735-50), 
now on view in the Mark Gallery, is a lively study 
in terracotta for a fountain that was never built. 
One of the leading sculptors of his day, Adam 
enjoyed the patronage of King Louis XV and 
prominent members of the French court. He was 
particularly renowned for his garden  
sculpture and fountains, which include the 
famous Neptune Fountain at Versailles. The 
terracotta features Galatea, the most lovely of the 
Nereids, or sea nymphs, the minor deities who 
personified the beauty and benevolence of the 
ocean in Greek mythology. With her drapery 
billowing like a sail, Galatea cavorts with river 
spirits, dolphins, and hippocamps - fantastic 
hybrid creatures that were half horse and half 
fish. The animation of the figures is underscored 
by Adam's spirited modelling of the clay and one 
should imagine the surging movement enlivened 
by the play of water in the fountain. The sculpture 
is on loan from Council member Richard Louis 
Brown. It will feature in an exhibition next 
summer devoted to the architecture, 
environmental activism, and collecting of 
Portland native John Yeon. 

 

Dawson Carr Ph.D.  
The Janet and Richard Geary Curator for European Art 

 

 

 

 

Lambert-Sigisbert Adam 
(French, 1700-1759) 
Galatea, 1735-50 

Terracotta 
On loan from Richard Louis Brown  

 

Upcoming Events 

 
Thursday November 10: 

 

 
Tami Lasseter Clare, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Chemistry, PSU 
Technical Analysis and Preservation  
 



Currently on sabbatical at the Getty Museum, Dr. Lasseter Clare will be addressing scientific 
advances in art restoration and conservation.  
 
Mark Building  
Trustee Room 

6:00 p.m. Social Hour   
6:30 p.m. Program    

Saturday, December 10th:    
Holiday Lunch at the Waverley Country Club 
Invitations will be mailed in mid-November. 

Use a subhead to October Lecture  

Our Thursday, October 20th Nina Olsson, an independent art conservator, spoke to our group 
about several current conservation projects. She has been working on Giuseppe Bonito's Il 
Feminiello, Andre' Bouys'  The Knitter and Gabriel Revel's Portrait of a Sculptor.  
She demonstrated the scientific techniques used on Il Feminiello by 
showing us another work by the same artist from the Museo di 
Capodimonte, Naples, where a UV light showed up different coating 
materials, with recent paint touch ups appearing darker and areas 
of fill and overpainting clearly revealed. 
 
Her skills involve close attention to detail, looking at other paintings 
by the same artist to find accurate historical features like buttons 
and bows, a combination of scientific detective work and intuitive 
recreation of what the artist intended his painting to look like. She 
uses Xray radiography and historical paint colors to achieve the 
most accurate recreation of the painting. For example, the blue in 
The Gin Distillery by a follower of Teniers was identified as Prussian 
blue. 
 

Nina also spoke about a new cleaning method for paintings which 
cannot be cleaned by solvents. This has been developed at NASA, 
using monotonic oxygen and can remove any carbon. It even removed lipstick from an Andy 
Warhol painting which was enthusiastically kissed by an admirer. We will be learning more about 
developments like this in our November's lecture.  

You can admire Nina's meticulous conservation work in our European Galleries. 

   

A mystery solved - a coup for Bruce!  
  

 

 

 

Gabriel Revel 
Portrait of a Sculptor, 

ca. 1680,  
oil on canvas,  

Gift of Dr. and Mrs. Edwin 
Binney, 3rd 



By chance I met Bruce Guenther at the Friends of Chamber Music 
recital last week. He had just returned from Europe and was excited 
to report that he had found the correct name for of PAM’s German 

paintings. He was at the Vienna Exhibition at The Belvedere, Sunde 
und Secession: Franz von Stuck in Wien, when he noticed a study, 
on loan from a private collection, of Phryne, the ancient Greek 
courtesan and muse of artists. It was virtually identical to PAM's 
portrait of a woman by Franz von Stuck. The name Phryne was 
inscribed on the side of the studio frame, so Bruce is now able to 
rename the painting correctly. Franz von Stuck did several versions 
of the muse, but ours is the final one. Phryne lived in the 4th century 
BC, was famed for her beauty and was said to be the model for 
Praxiteles for the  first nude statue of a woman - the Aphrodite of 
Knidos.   
 
  
  

Anna Berliner, the woman who owned this work, led an amazing life. 
For  more information about her click here. 

   
Glenys Harrison 

 

 

Franz von Stuck 
Phryne, 1917 

(German, 1863-1928) 
oil on canvas 

 

Just for Fun: Zooming in on Art 

 
Moving Pictures, a brand new BBC Radio 4 series, examines the beauty and fascinatingly 
intricate detail of three works of art. Presenter Cathy FitzGerald invites us to discover new 
details in three old masterpieces, using our phones, tablets or computers. Each week in 
Moving Pictures, she takes a long, slow look at a different  
artwork, using a high-resolution image specially created by Google. It is amazing what you 
can see. 

Explore the paintings in detail as you listen by following the links below to the Google Arts 
& Culture website. 

The Harvesters (1565) by Pieter Bruegel the Elder  
A flower painting, c.1680s, by Rachel Ruysch  
Scenes in and around Kyoto, 17th century 

To access this website click here 

 
 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=cfb6m6yab.0.0.qgkxe6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apadivisions.org%2Fdivision-35%2Fabout%2Fheritage%2Fanna-berliner-biography.aspx


EAAC BOARD 

President :  Greg Leiher 
Vice-President:    Patty McMahan 

Secretary:   Mary Klein 
Treasurer:   Susan Matthies 

Past President: Carol Ann Caveny   
 

Archives - Barbara Dechet and Kent Caveny 
     Hospitality - Mary Lou Hautau and Maureen Moller 

     Member-at-Large - Dee Poth 
     Membership - Jim Kahan 

     Communications - Christine Nelson and Glenys Harrison 
     Programs - Patty McMahan 

     Special Events - Nancy Morrice and Maria Teresa Pietrok 
     Day Trips - Glenys Harrison 

     Travel - Greg Leiher, Carol Ann Caveny, Susan Matthies, Giovanna & Richard 
Jackson 

     Curatorial Advisor - Dawson Carr 
     Council Liaison - Jan Quivey 

 


