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Ghissi Fundraising Update  

St. John Altarpiece,  
circa 1370-80 

Thanks to great response from Council members and friends, 
fundraising for the Ghissi  
project has reached $16,395, as of the first week of March. 
 
This represents 36 member households participating. With several 
weeks still to go,  
we are aiming at 100% participation and want to remind everyone 
that a gift of any  
size is important. You'd be surprised how modest contributions 
can add up! That  
would show the widespread support that this reunification project 
merits. Every gift 
really does count. Donate Now. 
 

In appreciation of these donations, contributors will also be 
invited to the special Patron event for the exhibition on April 4th. 

Thank you all for your interest and support!   
 

Greg Leiher 

 

Sunday, April 2nd 

 

Lecture on Francescuccio Ghissi's work The St. John 
Altarpiece  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=vbg5rxzab.0.0.qgkxe6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2F11099a.blackbaudhosting.com%2F11099a%2FReunited-EAAC-Contributions


 

This is our March meeting. It is a special opportunity to learn why 
we are especially proud to support this exhibit and the scientific 

and scholarly research which created it.  
 

David H. Steel, Jr., Ph.D., Bryn Mawr College,   
Curator of European Art, North Carolina Museum of Art 
2:00 p.m - Whitsell Auditorium. 
Reception following the lecture in the Stevens 

  
 

Upcoming Events 

 

Wednesday, March 8th:  
Day Trip to Salem 
Tour of Louis Bunce Exhibit and art collection at the State Capitol 

Saturday, March 25th: Exhibition Opening: 
REUNITED: Francescuccio Ghissi's St. John Altarpiece 
 

Sunday, April 2nd:  
[note: this is our March meeting]  
Lecture on Francescuccio Ghissi's work 
The St. John Altarpiece  
David H. Steel, Jr., Ph.D., Bryn Mawr College,    
Curator of European Art, North Carolina Museum of Art  
2:00 p.m 
Whitsell Auditorium 
Reception following the lecture in the Stevens  
  
Wednesday, April 5th - Friday, April 7th:  
Sculpture Trip to Walla Walla    
  
Wednesday, April 19th: members only  
Tour of Ghissi exhibition with Dr. Carr 
6:00 p.m.  Social Hour 
6:30 p.m.  Walk-through    
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to the EAAC Hotline phone number listed in the 
directory - 503.276.4267, then press option #3. 

    

Saturday, May 13th: Exhibition Opening: 
Quest for Beauty:  

tel:%28503%29%20276-4267


The Architecture, Landscape, and Collections of John Yeon 

Wednesday, May 17th: members only  

Tour of John Yeon exhibition with Dr. Carr  
6:00 p.m.  Social Hour 
6:30 p.m.  Walk-through  
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to the EAAC Hotline phone number listed in the 

directory - 503.276.4267, then press option #3. 

 

Wednesday, June 14th : Annual Meeting and Dinner  
Town Club  
 

 

Rodin Walk-Through 

 

The members of the EAAC were treated to a tour of the Rodin Exhibition 
in February by our  
curator, Dawson Carr. We began with La Defense or A Call to Arms from 
PAM"s own  
collection, cast within Rodin's lifetime.  

Dawson ranks Rodin with the 
historical greats of sculpture - Michelangelo, Donatello and Bernini. He 
feels that Rodin's La Defense is, after the Monet Waterlilies, the most 
stellar piece we have in the whole Portland Art Museum's collection.  
  
The work was commissioned in 1879 to commemorate the Franco 
Prussian war, where the French were bitterly defeated. Rodin depicts 
Liberty, winged, with a cap, crying out with eyes and mouth, and with 
one wounded wing, supporting a wounded soldier. This is a good 
example of Rodin's composition of a sculpture - from the small base the 
work bulges out and explodes in energy. It was considered for a much 
larger monument at Verdun. We moved on through the male and female 
rooms. Rodin preferred the ladies and his lesbian imagery titillated the 
Parisians just as Courbet's did with his painting.  
    
The portraits at the end of the show were impressive. The bust of  
Victor Hugo is there - Rodin saw him as a 
Hercules, who belonged to a great race . He said 
there was something of a tiger, or an old lion in 
Victor Hugo. Hugo had an immense animal 
nature and his eyes were especially beautiful. 

 
 

 
 

 

Dawson Carr 
elucidating, with Glenys 

Harrison assiduously 
taking notes. 

tel:%28503%29%20276-4267


Rodin was happy for his bronzes to be cast with no limit in his lifetime, 
though there has been a limit on the number of new casts since the mid 
20th century. The sculptures could be resized and various parts could  
be recast and used for other sculptures. Rodin felt fragments could be 
expressive of pure form. Rodin was rejected three times by the Academy 
- they found his work too violent and controversial.  

     
    

Rodin was 40 before he gained great 
recognition. Rodin's real contribution to the 

world of art was his influence, which was not direct, but opened up 
sculpture to modern work. He was the link between the old classicism 
and modernism.  His work centers on probing the  
human condition and he sought beauty in form. The timeline of his   
career corresponds with that of Impressionism - you find traces of his 
hand, a thumb, the palette knife in his work. He liked evidence of the 
process.  

  
Rodin's work has a universality which appeals to successive generations. 
Naturalism is the underpinning of his art. George Bernard Shaw said 
that "The hand of God" was Rodin's own hand. 
  

       
 

Members viewing Rodin's expressive sculpture of the painter Claude Lorrain  
 

Glenys Harrison - article  
Carol Shults - photos   

 

But, wait, there's more.......  
Here's a short clip, click here, from a Rodin exhibition in North Carolina 
in which Judith Sobol, Director, Executive Director, Iris and B. Gerald 
Cantor Foundation, discusses some of the same pieces.  
 

 
 

Adrienne Silveira with 

Caryatid. 

 

Celebrating 125 Years 
 

  
The Portland Library Building, built in 1893 to house library on 

ground floor & Portland Art Museum on the second floor -

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=vbg5rxzab.0.0.qgkxe6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D39CjQrxV7pQ


located at SW 7th and Stark- 

(Oregon Historical Society)  
 
 
For nearly 125 years the Portland Art Museum has been 
mounting exhibitions that bring great art from around the 
world to Portland, celebrate  
the riches of the region, and bring meaning and amplify the 
permanent collection. Listen to Brian Ferriso, Dawson Carr 
and others talk about this rich history by clicking here. 

  
  

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 
EAAC BOARD 

 
President :  Greg Leiher 

Vice-President:  Patty McMahan 
Secretary:   Mary Klein 

Treasurer:    Susan Matthies 
Past President: Carol Ann Caveny   

 
Archives - Barbara Dechet and Kent Caveny 

     Hospitality - Mary Lou Hautau and Maureen Moller 
     Member-at-Large - Dee Poth 

     Membership - Jim Kahan 
     Communications - Christine Nelson and Glenys Harrison 

     Programs - Patty McMahan 
     Special Events - Nancy Morrice 

     Day Trips - Glenys Harrison 
     Travel - Greg Leiher, Carol Ann Caveny, Susan Matthies,  

Giovanna & Richard Jackson 
     Curatorial Advisor - Dawson Carr 

 

 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=vbg5rxzab.0.0.qgkxe6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DBqLzwNYt6aQ

