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President's Message 

 

Dear Members, 
 
The Board and I wish you a happy 2015.  
 
Your participation in our events has been 
encouraging to us as we are now planning 
for the first half of 2015 anticipating your 
continued support. Although our meetings 
seem to take place at a variety of days and 
times, we have found that our members 
continue to learn and benefit from the 
programs. 
 
The winter and spring season will find our council experiencing 
a work by El Greco, a major exhibition on the glamorous Italian 
fashion from World War II to the present, and, finally, the 
exhibition Gods and Heroes: Masterpieces from the École des 
Beaux-Arts, Paris. 
 
Isn't it fun to be in the European council with all of these 
wonderful opportunities to continue learning about European 
Art and history? 
 
In addition, the board is working on future programming to 
include American art. As we are a council of European and 
American art, speakers on American art are always welcome. If 
you have any suggestions, we would love to hear them. 
 
Finally, our board has had two changes since we last met. Judy 
Bridenbaugh, our treasurer, resigned for family reasons. Her 
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contribution to our board included her experience as well as her 
humor. Sarah Munro and I will be acting as treasurer for the 
remainder of the year.   
 
We also lost a dear, dear friend and board member in Gerri 
Hayes. Similar to Judy, Gerri bought laughter, wisdom, and 
insight into our planning and programming. She will be sorely 
missed as we move forward into 2015. 
 
See you on January 20th. 

Carol Ann Caveny  

 

 
Curator's Column 

  
You will be pleased to know that European art is once again the 
focus of the Museum's popular, ongoing 
series MASTERWORKS|Portland. These 
special displays provide our community 
with the opportunity to savor a single, 
extraordinary work by a great artist over 
several months. To date, these have 
included Raphael's Dona Velata, Titian's 
Lady in Blue, Thomas Moran's Shoshone 
Falls on the Snake River, and Francis 
Bacon's Three Studies of Lucian Freud. 
 
The current display features a masterwork by Doménikos 
Theotokópoulos (1541-1614), better known as El Greco, and was 
specially arranged to commemorate the fourth centenary of the 
artist's death. The Cleveland Museum of Art has sent us one of 
their greatest treasures, The Holy Family with Mary Magdalen, 
which they very rarely lend. Made between 1595 and 1600, when 
the artist was at the height of his powers, it demonstrates the 
haunting beauty of his unique style.  



  
 

 
El Greco [Doménikos Theotokópoulos] (Spanish, born Greece, 1541-1614), The 

Holy Family with Saint Mary Magdalen, 1590-1595, oil on canvas, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, Gift of Friends of the Cleveland Museum of Art in 

memory of J.H. Wade. 
 
We know from El Greco's writings that he thought divinity was 
best expressed through a quasi-abstract beauty that emanates 
from the artist's imagination and eye, not the reproduction of 
reality. In The Holy Family with Mary Magdalen, the forms are 
elegant and elongated, with the hands assuming lovely patterns 
on the surface. The figures are illuminated by an ethereal light 
and exist in an otherworldly space, seemingly floating before the 
turbulent sky. Yet the scene is grounded by an air of domesticity 
as Mary and Joseph offer fruit to the Christ Child, with Mary 
Magdalen looking on. It is El Greco's ability to invest his 
visionary figures with human emotion that so profoundly 
communicates spiritual qualities even after four hundred years. 
 
There is much to be learned from prolonged study of this 
masterwork, which will be on view in the gallery normally 
housing our Greek and Roman art through Easter Sunday on 
April 5. Didactic panels examine El Greco from his beginnings as 
an icon painter in his native Crete through his transformation 
into the most profound religious artist of Spain's Golden Age. In 
addition, the Education Department has created an audioguide 
that features commentaries from me, Prof. Carmen Ripollés of 



Portland State University, and Mary Katsilometes, who many of 
you met on our outing to see the icons she has created for 
Resurrection Catholic Church in Tualatin and Queen of Angels 
Monastery in Mt. Angel. Instructions for downloading this guide 
are in the gallery. Please note that I will lecture on the painting 
in the Fields Ballroom on Sunday, February 15. 
 
Thank you very much for your support in 2014 and best wishes 
for a happy new year! 

Dawson Carr, Ph.D.  
The Janet and Richard Geary Curator of European Art 

 

JANUARY PROGRAM 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20: 

All Council Event 
Introduction to Printmaking 

 

Miller Gallery, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.   

In preparation for our second print fair, you are invited to an 
evening designed to answer your questions, engage your eye, 
and hone your skills. Mary Weaver Chapin, Curator of Graphic 
Arts, Maribeth Graybill, Curator of Asian Art, and Elizabeth 
Chambers, 

Conservator, will offer a free introduction to collecting prints. 
They will cover various printmaking techniques, common 
terminology, and practical tips for caring for your collection. 

This is your chance to ask questions, learn about various 
printmaking techniques, and hone your connoisseurship in this 
informal and interactive seminar. Original prints from the 
Museum collection will be presented and on display. 

 
This free event is open to all PAM council members, no guests 
please. Attendance is limited to allow better up close viewing.  
 
Reserve your spot by calling the Graphic Arts Council 
RSVP line: 503.276.4267 #4 or Jan Quivey 
503.276.4242.     

 
UPCOMING EVENTS - PRINT FAIR 



 
Portland Fine Print Fair 2015 

January 30 - February 1, 2015 

Benefit Preview and Reception 

January 30, 6-9 p.m. 

Join us for an exclusive preview of the prints for sale before the 
fair opens to the general public. Enjoy hors d'oeuvres and wine 
before and after you shop. Proceeds from the evening benefit the 
Museum's graphic arts acquisition fund. 

Advance ticket prices for Benefit Preview and Reception: 

$25 MUSEUM MEMBERS 

$35 GENERAL PUBLIC 

$45 NIGHT OF THE EVENT 

 
Advance tickets now available online. 

  

January 31, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

February 1, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

 
Own a Masterpiece! 

You are invited to attend the Portland Fine Print Fair in the 
historic Fields Ballroom. Peruse and purchase prints from 18 top 
dealers from across North America. These knowledgeable art 
dealers welcome your questions, whether you are a first-time 
collector or a seasoned connoisseur. European, American, and 
Japanese prints from 1500 to the present will be for sale, and 
excellent works can be found in all price ranges. This is your 
chance to browse and buy at the Northwest's largest and most 
comprehensive art fair. 

Free Admission 

 

 
UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 
Sunday, February 15: 

2:00 p.m. - Fields Ballroom 

El Greco lecture   



Dr. Dawson Carr, Ph. D.  

The Janet and Richard Geary Curator of European Art  

Reception following in the Miller 

Thursday, March 19: 

Miller Gallery, 6:30 p.m. Social Hour  

7:00 p.m. Program: Ricardo De Mambro Santos, Ph.D., 

Associate Professor of Art History; Italian and European 
Renaissance and Mannerism, Willamette University 

F for Fake, Fellini and Fashion 

Sunday, April 19:    

2:00 p.m. - Whitsell Auditorium  

David Margulis will lecture on historic Italian jewelry.  
Mr. Margulis, owner of Margulis Jewelers, is a member 
of  the Society of Jewelry Historians and the EAAC .   

Reception following in the Stevens  
 
 
Advanced ticket purchase is recommended for both 
Sunday lectures.  

  

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 

Welcome to our new members:  
Jessica Schuck 

  

 
ICON TRIP 

 

On November 12th, 30 members of the Council spent a 
fascinating day examining the ancient art of 
Iconography. Under the direction of 
classically-trained Iconographer, Mary 
Katsilometes, we visited Resurrection 
Catholic Parish in Tualatin, Oregon, to learn 
the history and process of the creation of 
Icons. Mary is working on a commission to 
write a number of large icons for the church. One doesn't paint 
an icon; one writes it. 



  

Already completed and on view in the 
Sanctuary of the Church are The 
Annunciation, Christ in Glory triptych, 

The Resurrection, The Transfiguration and 

Holy Pentecost, each measuring between 8 
to 11 feet wide, and 10 to 16 feet high. Mary 
explained just a single Icon took up to one 
year to complete. Each is done with egg 
tempera on wood, after applying a layer of 
cloth and 12 layers of gesso. She uses 30-40 
different pigments to reach the value and 

intensity of color and light she wants. Finally, hot linseed oil is 
poured on to protect and finish the Icon.  

  

Explaining that Icons are revered, never worshiped, Mary took 
us from early Byzantine art to today, where icons are written 
following ancient protocol. She spoke of the symbolic meanings 
of the gestures of the figures, and the fact that Scripture provides 
the primary source material for an icon. Writing an icon today is 
unchanged because of the connection with Scripture. A new icon 
is a new translation, and each aspect is intentional and has 
spiritual meaning. An artist does not sign an icon; he or she may 
say, "through the hand of....." 

Following a delicious lunch at The Glockenspiel Restaurant in 
Mt. Angel, we watched the locally carved 
figures of the Glockenspiel, move to the 
sound of authentic local music. The seven 
figures bring Mt. Angel history alive, 
beginning with an Indian representing the 
original inhabitants, and ending with 
children representing the future. A "not-to-
be-missed" stop in Mr. Angel. 

And to finish the day, we traveled on to the 
Queen of Angels Monastery, where Sister 
Hilda, O.S.B., President of the Board of 
Directors of the Iconographic Arts Institute, led us on a tour of 
the icons in their chapel. A wonderful trip and introduction to 
our visit from El Greco's The Holy Family with Saint Mary 
Magdalen, 1590-1595, from the Cleveland Museum of Art, part 
of our Masterworks/Portland series, December 13, 2014 through 
April 5, 2015. 

Judy Lyons  

  

 

Christ In Glory 



 

FILMS 

  

Fathom Events is presenting four art-related films over the next 
few months. They will be shown at both the Cedar Hills Crossing 
and Lloyd Center theaters. All films run for one and one half 
hours.You may buy tickets on line or at the theater.Click here to 
go to the website 

Matisse - Tuesday, January 13th, 7:00 p.m. 

Hailed as the most successful exhibition in Tate Modern's 
history, this landmark exhibit explores the final chapter in 
Matisse's career in which he began 'carving into colour' and his 
series of spectacular cut-outs was born. Full of insight and 
emotion, this one-night cinema event features rare archival 
footage of the artist at work, unique personal interviews with 
Matisse's friends, Tate director Nicholas Serota and MoMA 
director Glenn Lowry, and exclusive new footage from The 
Museum of Modern Art, where the exhibit is currently on view 
through February 8, 2015. Cinema audiences will also be treated 
to breathtaking new performances by Royal Ballet principal 
dancer Zenaida Yanowsky and jazz musician Courtney Pine 
which reflect the color, the freedom and the innovation of 
Matisse's work. 

Rembrandt - Tuesday, February 24, 7:00 p.m. 

Take a journey through this exclusive exhibit, curated by 
London's National Gallery and Amsterdam's Rijksmuseum, 
which focuses on the final years of Rembrandt's life. Given 
exclusive and privileged access by both galleries, this one-night 
event documents this extraordinary show and interweaves 
Rembrandt's life story with behind-the-scenes preparations from 
both institutions. 
 
Van Gogh - Tuesday, April 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Enjoy complete and unprecedented access to the treasures of 
Amsterdam's Van Gogh Museum in a special re-showing of the 
gallery's collection in celebration of the 125th anniversary of Van 
Gogh's death. Experience the wonder of seeing these 
masterpieces on the big screen while specially invited guests, 
including world-renowned curators and historians, offer their 
interpretations and explanations of his work. With exclusive new 
research revealing incredible recent discoveries, the Van Gogh 
Museum has helped craft a cinema experience like no other. 
 
Girl with the Pearl Earring - Tuesday, June 23, 7:00 p.m. 
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After two years on a blockbuster world tour, the Girl with a Pearl 
Earring has returned home to the much-loved Mauritshuis 
museum in The Hague, which has just completed extensive 
renovations. With huge lines waiting for a glimpse of her 
inscrutable beauty and nearly 1.2 million visitors at its stop in 
Japan, the enduring appeal of this masterpiece is indisputable. 
This one-night event pursues the many unresolved riddles 
surrounding the extraordinary painting and its mysterious 
creator, Vermeer. Who was this girl? Why and how was it 
painted? Why is it so revered? 

The Impressionists - Tuesday, July 14, 7:00 p.m.  

Durand-Ruel's brave decision to exhibit the Impressionists in 
New York in 1886 introduced enlightened, wealthy Americans to 
modern French painting. In doing so, he not only filled great 
American galleries with Impressionist masterworks, but also 
kept Impressionism alive at a time when it faced complete 
failure. But just who were they really? Why and how did they 
paint? What lies behind their enduring appeal? 
 
To help answer these questions, enjoy secured, unique access 
to a major new exhibition focusing on the 19th century Parisian 
art collector Paul Durand-Ruel, featuring the works of Cezanne, 
Monet, Degas, Renoir and many more. This eagerly anticipated 
exhibition is perhaps the most comprehensive ever held about 
the Impressionists. 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

Gerri Hayes died on December 22nd 
following complications from surgery the 
previous week.  She was an active member 
of the museum's European and American 
Art Council and the Docent Council. A 
woman with many gifts and talents, she 
most recently contributed to our council by 

directing us to Iconographer Mary Katsilometes who led us on 
our memorable Icon trip. 
 
Gerri possessed grace, wit, intellect and a joyous appreciation of 
life.  Our thoughts are with her family and her many friends 
during this sad time.  



 
A memorial for Gerri will be held at 2:00 p.m on Sunday, March 
8th. Further details will be published as they are announced. 
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Ideas for articles or articles about your art-related travels 
are always appreciated. Contact me at 

pugetisland@hotmail.com. 

 
Christine Nelson 

  

 
 

  
   

 


