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The Board and I wish you Happy Holidays and a wonderful New Year. 

 
Greg Leiher 

 



SAVE THE DATE 
April 6-8, 2017  

 

 

Casting a massive sculpture, Paul McCarthy's White Snow #3, at 
the Walla Walla Foundry 

 

The council is planning a trip to Walla Walla April 6-8 to deepen our understanding 
of the Portland Art Museum's 2017 Auguste Rodin exhibition as well as our 
sculptural heritage in the Pacific Northwest. Led by Dawson Carr, Ph.D.,The Janet 
and Richard Geary Curator of European Art, the trip will include: 

* Touring the Rodin Gallery, Maryhill Museum of Art, Goldendale, Washington  
* Touring Walla Walla Foundry to experience casting process and procedures  
* Participating in a sculptural walking tour with lively conversations between wine 
tasting shops.  
* Visiting Crow's Shadow Institute of Art, Pendleton, Oregon  

Why Walla Walla, you may ask.  Besides the renown foundry, "Artists are attracted to 
Walla Walla like moths to a flame,"  says renowned young artist Matthew Day 
Jackson. Read more about this vibrant area by clicking here. 

Complete information on the trip and the registration form will be sent to you in 
early January. 
 

Upcoming Events 

 
Monday January: 

http://crosscut.com/2013/07/walla-walla-foundry/


Dawson Carr, PhD, The Janet and Richard Geary Curator for European Art  
is presenting a lecture on Rodin to the museum docents. You are invited to attend. 
Whitsell Auditorium  
9:30 a.m. 
[The museum is  closed on Mondays.  To gain entrance, go to the door to the right of 
the loading dock and press the round button on the keypad. Security will buzz you in 
and ask you to sign the entry register.] 

Saturday, January 21st:  

Rodin: The Human Experience opens 
  

 

Auguste Rodin (French, 1840-1917). Fugitive 
Love (Fugit Amor), Bronze, modeled before 

1887 
  
  
Sunday, January 22nd:  
Judith Sobol 
Executive Director 
Iris & B. Gerald Cantor Foundation 
Experiencing Rodin 
2:00 p.m. [location to be announced]  
 

Sunday, January 28th and Sunday, January 29th:  
Portland Fine Print Fair  

  
  

New Members  



 
James FitzGerald and Karen Howe 

On The Road 

 
Degas in Houston 
     
by Carol Shults (art lover and balletomane) 

On a recent family-oriented trip to Houston, Tom and I were able to catch a 
wonderful show at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Degas: A New Vision. Being a 
life-long admirer of the work of 19th century French painter Edgar Degas, it was for 
me a huge treat, as it is comprehensive of the painter's career, the first show to have 
such scope in manyyears. Organized by MFAH and the National Gallery of Victoria, 
Melbourne, Australia, Houston is the only venue in the USA. 
 
The huge show (over 100 objects) includes examples of every medium used by Degas 
over his long career: oil paintings, pastels, sculpture, drawings and a variety of 
print techniques, plus, at the end, several fascinating examples of Degas's work, late 
in life, with photography. 
 
It placed special emphasis on his exhaustive reworking of subjects in an endless 
search for artistic satisfaction. To see these works, brought together from all  
over the world, side-by-side is wonderfully satisfying for the viewer as well! 
 
For instance, I had on various trips over the years, seen the two versions of  
The Dance Class in their respective homes at the Burrell Collection in Glasgow 



 

Edgar Degas, 
The Dance Class, c. 1873, oil on canvas, National Gallery of Art, 
Washington, Corcoran Collection (William A. Clark Collection) 

 
and The National Gallery. These both have the distinctive feature of a spiral staircase  
on the left, with dancers' feet hurrying up or down. They both have a seated  
ballerina with a shawl on the right. After that they are wildly different down to the 
detail of the other dancers' positions and the inclusion of other characters. Both are 
wonderfully complex compositions that make you marvel at Degas's ability to make 
such a 'busy' picture work. 
 
There were some fun surprises: the inclusion in the show of several pieces (a Paris 
Opera studio scene, a couple of pastels, the Little Dancer sculpture) that were 
in Portland for PAM's 2008 landmark show The Dancer. 
 
 Degas: A New Vision is up at the MFAH until January 16th. 

 
Holiday Party 

 

Our Holiday Luncheon at the Waverley Country Club on Saturday, December 10th 
was a most enjoyable event.  The food was simply delicious and the Huckleberry 
Chocolate Bomme dessert provided a chance for chocolate lovers to moan ecstatically 
while others debated the correct pronunciation of the word 'bomme'. Verdict: it is 
just like 'homme' only with a 'b' of course instead of the 'h'. 

Furthering our education Dawson talked about 



Rodin: The Human Experience exhibition opening on January 21st. Several facts 
about this impressive sculptor whetted our appetite: 

 Donatello, Michelangelo, Bernini and Rodin share the same level of genius 
but Rodin greatly surpassed them in terms of productivity.   

 Rodin was denied admission to the École des Beaux-Arts on three different 
occasions which, Dawson posited, signaled that the days of that institution's 
influence were over.  

 Rodin was accused of using body casts to attain such lifelike works so he 
sculpted both miniature and dramatically larger-than-life figures to prove this 
wasn't true. 

Judith Solbel, Executive Director of the Iris & B. Gerald Cantor Foundation, who 
curated this exhibition, will speak on January 22nd [see Upcoming Events]. 
 

Dawson also spoke about the exciting reunion of 
Francescuccio Ghissi's St. John Altarpiece. The 14th 
century Italian altarpiece's panels were separated and 
sold. All but one has been located and they have been 
reunited for a special exhibition. One of the panels, The 
Resurrection 

of Drusiana, is from our own collection.  The mysterious 
missing panel has been recreated in an amazing tour de 
force of technology and art. This process will be part of 
the exhibition enabling us to truly understand how an 
early Italian painting was made. 
 

The exhibition opens in April.  [For more information 
click here] 
 
 
 
================================================================
= 

Holiday Luncheon Pictures 
  

 

 

 

 

 

The Resurrection of Drusiana 
ca. 1370 

Francescuccio Ghissi  
(Italian, active 1359-1374) 

tempera on wood 
PAM 61.32 

 

http://ncartmuseum.org/exhibitions/view/13698


 

Rick Caskey, Akiko Hashimoto  
and David Barnard 

 

 

Robert Trotman, LaValle Linn and Bill 
Hetzelson 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mary and Michael Klein perusing  
our archive album. 

 

 

 

 

Laura Nothern (guest), Paolo Gramaccioni, Glenys 
Harrison and Mary Gramaccioni 

 

 

Fred Matthies and Tom Shults 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you, Carol Shults for the pictures! 

 

 

 

Maureen Moller and Sue Horn-Caskey  
 (Bob Bell in the background) 

 

In Memoriam 

 
ANNE BERG 

 

 

A quiet, loyal member of EAAC passed away on September 22, 2016, Anne Berg.  Anne was a 
thoughtful friend who considered the needs of others whether it was a ride to the museum, a 
good meal for someone who was ill or a desperate call for someone to care for a dog who had 
lost his master.  Our paths failed to cross these past few years due to changes of residence  
for both of us but we kept in contact with occasional telephone calls.  Anne was always 
manifesting good spirits even though her health was much diminished; she did not complain.   
I will miss her phone calls but her spirit will survive as a reminder to consider the blessings in 
life rather than the "down times."  

Anne was born in New York, NY on Sept.7, 1930 and spent much of her married life in 
Massachusetts before moving to Portland in 1998 where she became interested in activities in 
the Portland Art Museum among other organizations.  She enjoyed travel, some of it on the 
boat her daughter and son-in law sailed; some of it to visit her son before he moved back to  
Portland. Especially appreciated were opportunities to travel alone with one of her two 
grandchildren offering educational opportunities for each individually and for herself as well. 
Anne's travel sometimes involved more exotic destinations and ended not always as 
planned.  One such trip resulted in her remaining hospitalized In Seoul, Korea for a week 
before being air evacuated home.  I had no impression that she was discouraged by the 
experience even while she was confined to a hospital bed.  



 
This was a "lady" and a good sport.  She is one we shall miss.  
 
                                                                                                                                      Billie Ullom 

 
EAAC BOARD 

 
President :  Greg Leiher 

Vice-President:  Patty McMahan 
Secretary:   Mary Klein 

Treasurer:    Susan Matthies 
Past President: Carol Ann Caveny   

 
Archives - Barbara Dechet and Kent Caveny 

     Hospitality - Mary Lou Hautau and Maureen Moller 
     Member-at-Large - Dee Poth 

     Membership - Jim Kahan 
     Communications - Christine Nelson and Glenys Harrison 

     Programs - Patty McMahan 
     Special Events - Nancy Morrice and Maria Teresa Pietrok 

     Day Trips - Glenys Harrison 
     Travel - Greg Leiher, Carol Ann Caveny, Susan Matthies,  

Giovanna & Richard Jackson 
     Curatorial Advisor - Dawson Carr 

     Council Liaison - Jan Quivey 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


