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President's Column 

The Nominating Committee chaired by Glenys Harrison proposeed
the slate of officers proposed for the 2017-2018 Council year:
                      

 President - Patty McMahan 
                       Vice-President - Mary Klein
                       Secretary - LaValle Linn
                       Treasurer - Jim Kahan

Election will take place at the Annual Meeting, Wednesday June 14,
2017, at the Town Club. Invitations are in the mail this week.Please
note the RSVP date is June 7.

Please remember there is no cost to attend the reception and
Annual Meeting only. This is always a festive social gathering and a
chance to hear the latest remarks from our curator, Dawson Carr,
the Janet and Richard Geary Curator of European Art. 

Much like a work of art, the evening won't be the same without you.
Please join us for a memorable occasion!

Greg Leiher 
 

Wednesday, May 17th

Walk-Through of  Quest for Beauty: 
The Architecture, Landscape, and Collections of John

Yeon
 



Interior of The Watzek House, designed by John Yeon.
Photo by Jeremy Bittermann

 
Join Dawson Carr, Ph.D.,The Janet and Richard Geary Curator for
European Art, as he guides us through this extensive retrospective

of influential Portland architect and collector John Yeon. 

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to the EAAC Hotline phone number listed in the directory
- 503.276.4267, then press option #3.

 

Upcoming Events

Please Note: The Korean, Japanese, and Petti Gallery (the hallway) will
be    undergoing reinstallation for the John Yeon exhibition from April 1st-
May 13th. They will be closed to the public.

Wednesday, May 17th: members only 
Tour of John Yeon exhibition with Dr. Carr
6:00 p.m.  Social Hour in the Stevens Room
6:30 p.m.  Walk-through   
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to the EAAC Hotline phone number listed in the directory -
503.276.4267, then press option #3.
   
Saturday, May 13th: Exhibition Opening:
Quest for Beauty:
The Architecture, Landscape, and Collections of John Yeon
 
Sunday, May 14th: Public Lecture: 2:00 p.m.
Whitsell Auditorium 
Barry Bergdoll, Ph.D.
Meyer Schapiro Professor of Art History and Archaeology
Columbia University 
John Yeon and the High Stakes of Regionalism in the 1930s
Please obtain tickets online from the museum website or from Member Services at the museum.

Wednesday, June 14 : Annual Meeting and Dinner at Town Club 
Invitations will be mailed by May 14th. Please respond by June 7th.



Reception                 6:00 p.m.
Annual Meeting     6:30 p.m.
Dinner  ($65)          7:15  p.m.
There is no charge to attend just the Reception and the Annual Meeting. 
 
 

QUEST FOR BEAUTY LECTURES

The following are lectures in conjunction with the Quest for Beauty
exhibition which are scheduled from June through August. Please obtain
tickets online from the museum website or from Member Services at the
museum.  

Sunday, June 11th: Public Lecture-2:00 p.m. 
Whitsell Auditorium 
Randy Gragg 
Director, John Yeon Center for Architectural Studies 
University of Oregon School of Architecture and Allied Arts 
An Architecture of Many Scales: The Oregon Legacy of John Yeon 
Few architects have influenced so many facets of a region as John Yeon (1910-1994). Yeon is most
widely remembered as an architect, in particular for a series of innovative  
houses-most prominently, the 1937 Aubrey Watzek House-that drew an international spotlight to
regional modernism in the Pacific Northwest.   

Thursday, June 29th: Public Lecture-6:30 p.m.
Whitsell Auditorium  
Dawson W. Carr Ph.D. and Maribeth Graybill, Ph.D. 
A Closer Look: John Yeon as Collector 
Join exhibition curators Maribeth Graybill and Dawson Carr for a close look at some of the
masterworks from John Yeon's wide-ranging collection of Asian and European Art. A  
self-taught connoisseur, Yeon approached collecting with a designer's eye, seeking out objects of
the finest craftsmanship to adorn and complement his architectural interiors.

Sunday, July 23rd: Public Lecture-2:00 p.m. 
Whitsell Auditorium 
*Reception in Stevens following lecture*
Richard Brown 
Remembering John Yeon 
Visionary architect, conservationist, and collector John Yeon was a passionate advocate for
causes he believed in, yet in private he was soft-spoken and courtly, with a sly wit and magnetic
presence. Richard Louis Brown, Yeon's companion for nearly 30 years, will share stories that
illuminate the life and work of one of Oregon's most original personalities. 

Sunday, July 30th: Public Lecture-2:00 p.m. 
Whitsell Auditorium
Laurie Olin 
Why Landscape Is a Noun (not a verb)  
For acclaimed landscape architect Laurie Olin, there is more to landscape than folks with a truck
planting shrubs. For thousands of years, humans have interacted with their environment: loving
it, fearing it, changing it, and considering it a subject for art, philosophy, preservation, and
recreation. It shapes us as we shape it.

Thursday, August 24th: Public Lecture-6:30 p.m. 
Whitsell Auditorium 
Melinda McVay, Ph.D. 
John Yeon and the Museum 
In addition to the houses John Yeon designed that helped define regional modernism in the Pacific
Northwest, he also created pristine, serine environments for museums 
in Portland, San Francisco, and Kansas City. Art historian Melinda McVay's talk examines this



Marv Lurie, Pam Berg and Sylvia Lurie admiring
busts on display at Maryhill Museum.  

lesser known aspect of Yeon's work, in particular his interpretation of  
Asian architectural settings for museum displays. 

UPCOMING LOCAL TRAVEL

The Jewish Museum is opening its new space, the former home of the
Contemporary Crafts Gallery, on June 11th.  Our own Bruce Guenther is
curating the initial exhibition, ALEFBET: The Alphabet of Memory.  He
has agreed to take us on a personal tour and Glenys Harrison is working
out the details.  Stay tuned for more information.  In the meantime you
can learn more by clicking here. 

Walla Walla Trip

 
Accompanied by our ever supportive curator, Dawson Carr, fifteen
intrepid European & American Art Council members journeyed to Eastern
Washington via the Columbia River Gorge to partake of "behind the
scene" art making experiences.  

The three day trip started at Maryhill Museum touring the Rodin Gallery
with Steve Grafe, curator, and
an impromptu lecture of
foundry practices by Kent
Caveny. The day culminated
with the group separating to
select from the varied Walla
Walla cuisine: Mediterranean,
French, or Pacific Northwest
tastes. Of course, dinners were
complemented with superlative
Washington wines!
 

http://www.opb.org/radio/programs/state-of-wonder/article/oregon-jewish-museum-new-location/


Making the liners for the molds at the Foundry.  

Thursday the group toured the Walla Walla Foundry which is inter-
nationally known for its high-
end sculptures. We were able to
observe the various steps from
casting to finishing including
aluminum, bronze, and stainless
steel. A pleasant surprise
awaited the group at the
Foundry Vineyard which
included a ceramic exhibition in
addition to a healthy lunch     
capped by a delightful wine
tasting experience.    

(L-R) Dawson Carr (back to camera), Carol Shults, Tom Shults (head obscured),  Patty
McMahon (nominee for next year's president), Marty Dougherty, Susan Matthies (in red),
Pam Berg and Judy Bridenbaugh waiting for tour at the Foundry.

                

 A brisk walking tour of Whitman College's outdoor sculptures ended the
day's activities.     

   

Deborah Butterfield's bronze horse, Styx, on the Whitman College campus. The
piece was cast at the Walla Walla Foundry.Photo by Allie Felt

   



Richard Boyer, Students Playing 4D Tic Tac Toe, cast aluminum 

            

Benbow Bullock's Moongate, burnished stainless steel

The group dinner at the Marcus Whitman Hotel ended the active 48 hours.
Friday morning the group toured Crow's Shadow Institute of Art on the
Umatilla Reservation. Printmaking techniques were described and
demonstrated. The experiences at the foundry and the printmaking
techniques opened our eyes to the collaborative relationships between
the artist's vision and the technical expertise needed to complete the
object. A return to the Portland Art Museum showed EAAC members
disembarking with Washington wine, phenomenal prints, and smiles.



 
A Wonderful Time was had by all!

 
Carol Ann Caveny

   
  

Celebrating 125 Years

One of our original members of the EAAC, Sabine Artaud-Wild, generously
contributed this recollection of the founding and early years of our council.  Thank
you, Sabine, for your long participation and memory.

HIGHLIGHTS OF EARLY DAYS   While all
members of the Portland Art Museum are proud
to celebrate its founding 125 years ago we,
members of the European and American Art
Council, rejoice because the EAAC was granted
sanction by the Board of Trustees of the museum
as a "new council for European and American Art"
in December 1993.

 In the preceding fall, a number of docents whose
names are still included in the EAAC directory worried the European and
American arts, unlike other collections in the museum, did not have their
own support council. Led by the intrepid Beverly Ann White they contacted
Curator Prudence Roberts who told them: "create one." And they did!  

The first directory indicates that eight docents were members of the first
board led by Beverly White, and there were 39 members including Judith
and Bob Bell, Sarah Ferguson, Janet Louvau Holt, Brenda Pfahl, Billie
Ullom and yours truly who are still Council members! Our curator was
Prudence Roberts and the museum representative Joyce Anicker.   The first
Council's activity was a High Tea featuring fifty pieces of the museum's
silver collection. High Teas were an annual Holiday program. In 1996, the
Tea was held in the North Wing Ballroom. The room was filled with
Christmas trees that had to be cut in front of people on Park Avenue.
Oregon Ballet dancers enthralled young and old and Portland Opera singers
entertained in the galleries.  

Lectures about our European and American treasures with national and



local experts were many and trips to Boston, Connecticut and New York
were highlights of the first years. One of our favorite trip curators dubbed
our members "the Ferragamo Ladies" -  a possible allusion to our shoes.  

The first board's choice for our council logo was
Elie Nudelman's sculpture:  "Seated Woman" on a
greyish paper. The first page of our current
directory was the original cover of the Council's
 directory for many years. Members may be
interested to learn that our Holidays and Annual
meetings were held in our members' homes. It made
for warm and intimate events.  We were quite a
tightly knit group. Hosts were proud to show their
art collections. Also, we held our board meetings in
the office of the "Gordon Gilkey Center", now the
home of the Graphic Arts collection, a lively place. 

In 1999, we added the positions of Newsletter Editor, with a "Focus" insert
and Archivist to maintain the  whole history of our Council and keep precise
and detailed list of our accomplishments. And there are many! Take a look
at those pictures of our past. [Editors note: The current archive book will
be displayed at our Annual Meeting in June.] 

You can see that we had great curators, museum representatives and
directors...and programs...  and helped to enrich our collections with gifts
to our museum. You can also learn that in 1999, our museum became a
member of FRAME a consortium of nine American and nine  French
regional museums to promote exchanges of art and expertise, to share
information and resources. Our Council particularly welcomed this
initiative of the American Ambassador to France and the Directeur des
Musees de France. We enjoyed a sumptuous exhibition of "Masterpieces
from the Museums of FRAME" in October 2003.     

  



Virtual Travel

Do a little armchair touring. Jim Kahan and Kathia Emery recently
returned from a trip to the Netherlands.  Jim shares some of their
experiences with us. Following that are several links to current
exhibitions in San Francisco and Boston.   
 

**********

Jim and Kathia spent two weeks in Amsterdam and environs last month. 
Jim (who lived in the Netherlands for 12 years before moving to Portland)
reports that they saw great wonders of art-some world famous and some
less famous, but no less deserving.  The classics remain the classics and are
not to be missed-the newly renovated Rijksmuseum is much more
accessible and creatively curated, and the van Gogh museum is as much a
must-see as ever. 

Relatively new on the scene is the Amsterdam Hermitage Museum, which
has, in addition to exchange presentations from the original Hermitage in
St. Petersburg, an impressive display of Dutch Golden Age group and
individual portraits. 
 

At Rembrandt's home, you not only visit the rooms where Rembrandt lived
and worked, but you are also treated to live demonstrations of his
printmaking and pigment-making techniques.  If you can, try to get an



appointment to visit the Six Collection-
art assembled over 11 generations by the
Six family and including portraits of
family members by Rembrandt and
others; admission is free but greatly
limited in number (no more than four in
a group, for a total of 10 people per
hour-long session), so you should try to
sign up as soon as you know when you
will be there. Click here for more
information.  
 
A short trip down the road (bus or train) is Haarlem, where you can visit
the Frans Hals Museum.  In addition to work by Hals and contemporaries,
each room has a contemporary sculpture and floral display that
complements the Golden Age art.

You can even create a photograph of
yourself in a Hals setting (costumes
provided). The museum building was a
senior citizens' home and would be
impressive without any of the art.

A slightly longer but very worth- while
and easily arranged bus trip if you are
there from the end of March through the
end of May is to the Keukenhof Gardens,
home of the world's most fantastic tulip

display (sorry, Woodburn).  There, you can get an understanding of the
flowerscapes that inspired Piet Mondrian.
 
 

 
=======================================================

http://www.amsterdam.info/museums/six


Here is an amazing teaching tool for
Monet: The Early Years at the Legion of Honor.  

Glenys Harrison recently toured it and reports it is wonderful.
Click here to explore.

[and for those of you late-night viewers PBS is airing 
Monet's Palate: A Gastronomic View From The Gardens Of Giverny

KOPB-DT - 10.1 Sun, 5/14, 12:00 AM 
" a glimpse of Claude Monte's profound appreciation for food on a culinary
tour of Normandy, where Monet lived and worked in the late 19th century,

entertaining guests such as Marcel Proust and Paul Cezanne."] 
 

Boston's Museum of Fine Arts features
Matisse in the Studio.  A short video tour is found here.

More information can also be found on the 
museum's website by clicking here. 

 

Board of Directors

EAAC BOARD

President :  Greg Leiher
Vice-President:  Patty McMahan

Secretary:   Mary Klein
Treasurer:    Susan Matthies

Past President: Carol Ann Caveny  

Archives - Barbara Dechet and Kent Caveny
     Hospitality - Mary Lou Hautau and Maureen Moller

     Member-at-Large - Dee Poth
     Membership - Jim Kahan

     Communications - Christine Nelson and Glenys Harrison
     Programs - Patty McMahan

     Special Events - Nancy Morrice
     Day Trips - Glenys Harrison

     Travel - Greg Leiher, Carol Ann Caveny, Susan Matthies 
     Curatorial Advisor - Dawson Carr

     Council Liaison - Jan Quivey
 

http://digitalstories.famsf.org/early-monet/#introduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlmTR28Mkrg
http://www.mfa.org/exhibitions/matisse-in-the-studio

