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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN  

  
This month's newsletter highlights a number of 
activities.  We have one of our favorite speakers, Nina Olsson 
coming to speak to us on May 17th.  Conservators are super 
sleuths and Nina always tells us about a surprising discovery 
as she journeys through a canvas.  Those of us who recently 
visited Texas were impressed by this when we visited the 
conservation department at the Kimbell Art Musem.  You can 
read more about that trip in the article at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 
Several other opportunities are ahead for interested members.  Glenys Harrison 
is organizing another special trip to the Jewish Museum which will feature a tour 
by Bruce Guenther on June 28th.  Paulette Meyer is following up on a suggestion 
for a book club and Eileen Culligan has ably captured the exciting lecture last 
month by Mark Shapiro, not an easy feat. We also have a link to the glowing article 
about Russell Kirsch, one of our members, honoring him for his inventions: the 
pixel!  Congratulations, Russell. Click here to read more.  
 
Finally, it is May and we are planning for our Annual Meeting and Dinner.  You 
should be receiving your invitations in the coming week. It is always amazing how 
fast the year goes by. 

    
Patty McMahan 

 

 

LECTURE/RECEPTION  
May 17th in the Miller  

   

http://www.oregonlive.com/living/index.ssf/2007/05/russell_kirsch_the_man_who_tau.html


NINA OLSSON is principal and owner of Nina Olsson Art 
Conservation, LLC, a private practice for the conservation of 
paintings and polychrome sculpture based in Portland,  
Oregon, established in 2001, and has been working with 
curators at the Portland Art Museum since 2005. 
 
From 1985-2000 Olsson was active in Florence, Italy where 

she studied, then practiced painting conservation, and taught conservation as 
well as the history of art restoration. From 2011-2014, Nina held a research 
position at the University of Florence Department of Industrial Engineering, 
and co-ledthe IMAT Project, a research project to develop a new heat transfer 
technology funded by the European Commission.  

Nina will be updating us on three projects she has undertaken for 
the museum. 

 
6:00 Reception  

6:30 Lecture  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Thursday, May 10: PAM Public Tour - European Art 1:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, June 14: Annual Meeting and Dinner at the Town Club  
 
Saturday, June 16: Exhibition Opening - The Shape of Speed: 
Streamlined Automobiles and Motorcycles, 1930-1942 
 
Thursday, June 28: Tour by Bruce Guenther at the Jewish Museum 
 
  

LOCAL TRAVEL  

   
JUNE 28th: Tour at the Oregon Jewish Museum      

   



   
 

 
Bruce Guenther and  

  R.B Kitaj 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Organized by OJMCHE and curated by Bruce, R.B. Kitaj: A Jew Etc., 
Etc.    provides the first Northwest overview of one of the most important post-
1960 contemporary artists, R.B. Kitaj. The exhibition presents a survey of 16 
oil   
paintings and four drawings, focusing on works created between 1990 and the 
artist's death in 2007 which reflect the artist's deep exploration of a rich 
complexity of ideas and references to art history and Judaism.  

We will have a reception at 6:00 p.m. followed by the tour.  Cost is $50.00. 
Please email Glenys Harrison to register.[glenys.harrison853@gmail.com]   

  

 

 

 

 

 

R.B Kitaj, Unpacking my Library, 1990-91, 
oil on canvas, 48 x 48 in, Collection of 

Joseph Kitaj  

BOOK CLUB 

   
  

 

 
If you are interested in forming a book reading group on topics of art, 

 please contact Paulette Meyer meyer4842@comcast.net with suggestions of 
titles and meeting times for the summer months of June, July and August. 
Let her know when you might be out of town for extended times if possible.  

 

APRIL 19th LECTURE 

   



  
In conjunction with the current PAM exhibit 
"Animating Life: The Art, Science and Wonder of 
LAIKA...", EAAC members were delighted with a talk 
by Mark Shapiro, who represents Portland's 
increasingly famous, and ever-more-successful, stop-
motion animation studio.  Located on a three-acre 
campus in Hillsboro, Laika employs over 450 people, 
many of whom are internationals. The company was     
established 12 years ago by Travis Knight, who 

learned the process while working for Will Benton Studios, which produced 
commercials for over 30 years.   
 
Stop-motion animation is an amazing blend of art, craft and cutting-edge 
technology.  Laika's full-length feature films are animated by puppets, which 
one would swear are human!  They begin their lives as 12" steel armature, which 
are fully posable and around which the molded "flesh' is added. Yet it is the 
heads of the puppets which truly shine. They are composed of 70  
interlocking parts!  The faces themselves are produced on 3D printers, and then 
sanded, painted and dipped in a glue-like substance for shine.  Each character 
has 50 to 60 individual faces, which contain slight changes of expression and 
are divided in horizontal halves to allow for interchangeability. There are 
approximately 24 face changes in 40 seconds of film!   
 
Each film takes about five years to produce, of which two years are devoted to 
storyboarding and the building of the puppets, and the remaining three years to 
filming.  In a seemingly endless stop and start process, characters are 
positioned, filmed and repositioned incrementally to bring them to life. This 
allows the animator to show the "thought" process and the "emotions"   
of the characters, and to create and build their story world.  (Each frame is also 
shot twice from slightly different angles, to allow for stereoscopic 
vision.)  Approximately 43 frames can be filled in a day's work!  Laika has 
produced four films to great success, and has another currently in process.  The 
exhibit itself is both a delight and fascinating, and will be in the galleries until 
May 20th.   

Eileen Culligan 

 

 

 

 



 

 

An engrossed audience  

 

If you missed the lecture or want to revisit some of the magical moments,  

here are a few links for viewing: 

 

Hand-making the World of ParaNorman: Click here 

Coraline: Click here 

Kubo: Click here 

 

 OTHER EXHIBITIONS 

 

Thanks to Glenys Harrison for finding this article on a recent exhibit at the 
Royal Academy on art from the collection of Charles I.   
Click here to read it.  
 

In the same vein there is an exhibition at Queen's Gallery, Charles II: Art 
and Power. To read a review from The Guardian click here  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Jg2QP3N6Qc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Jg2QP3N6Qc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Q6ywfDSm_0
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/arts/charles-i-king-and-collector-at-royal-academy-review-a-show-fit-for-a-king-a3747041.html
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/dec/10/charles-2-art-power-queens-gallery-buckingham-palace-review


Finally, not an exhibition but a fascinating article about a painting once 
thought to be that of a minor Florentine painter but now attributed, at 
least half of it, to Leonardo da Vinci.    
Click here to access the story. 
 

  

TEXAS TRIP 

 

How to describe this trip? Eye-opening, stunning, provocative and fun are 
just a few adjectives that come to mind.  Texas natives Tom and Carol 
Shults did a terrific job of ensuring we saw some of the best Fort Worth 
and Dallas had to offer. Dawson deftly juggled both art and architecture 
and gave us a very special behind-the-scenes experience at the Kimbell Art 
Museum.  We ate well and enjoyed getting to know each other a little 
better.  It was amazing the overlapping connections some of us shared. 
And, tah-da, we saw Dawson truly shine at the Meadows Museum where 
we toured some of their extensive collection of Spanish art.  Here are just a 
few of the many experiences we had.  Thank you to Tom and Carol, Greg 
Leiher and Patty McMahan for the photos. Our group shot does not show 
Tom because he was behind the camera.  
 
FORT WORTH 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A city built on cattle as the plaza 

above  exemplifies.  We visited the Amon Carter Museum designed by 
Philip Johnson, where we had two delightful gentlemen as our tour guides. 

 

 

 

One of our gracious guides with a 

Frederic Remington painting 
 

 

Sundance Square 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2018/apr/15/leonardo-da-vinci-dalya-alberge-painting-art-attribution-worcester-museum-culture-heritage


They gave us a comprehensive look at their collection which includes some 
dramatic paintings by Frederic Remington and Charles Russell.  They also 
made a special stop at a small oil by John Mix Stanley painted in 1850-52 of 
Oregon City, a nice welcoming surprise.  We also noted that a cast of 
Alexander Phimister Proctor's Panther was displayed   From there we 
walked a short way to the Fort Worth Modern Art Museum, a stunning 
building designed by Tadao Ando.  One of the several arresting pieces was 
this one by Ron Mueck whom many of us remember from the Disquieted 
exhibition at PAM.  Mueck plays with scale. The piece we had in Portland 
was quite small.  This piece is simply gigantic.   

 

Another captivating work was The Etruscan by Michelangelo Pistoletto:      



 

              
Our day ended with a trip to the famed Stockyards where we saw, not a 
stampede, but a stroll of long-horn cows. Impressive horns. 

 

 The following morning we were fed and ready to roll:   



                       
 
  
 
 

              
 
 
 
 
        

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jane Wachsler and Dawson at 
breakfast. 

 

 

 

 

Tom Shults and Greg Leiher 
 fueling for the day.           

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Eileen Culligan, Kim Tardie and Mary 
Klein at the Water Garden.   

 

 

One of the fountains 
 



 
 
 
 
Our first stop was the Fort Worth Water Garden, a beautiful park with 
three separate water features.  One reminded us a bit of the Keller 
Fountain but was more treacherous. Only the very brave and young (Larry 
Moiola) ventured down the steps.   All of us accounted for, we boarded the 
bus for the Kimbell.      
 
The Kimbell Art Museum is a very special building.  Louis Kahn's design 
remains timeless 50 years after its completion.  The barrel-vaulted design 
commands the space. In 2013 the Kimbell added a second building 
designed by Renzo Piano, the Piano Pavilion. Both buildings share a 
tripartite plan and have wonderful light.  Part of the Kimbell was closed 
because, although the remodeling is finished, the lighting fixtures have not 
been delivered - it truly must be a slow boat from China.  However, we 
were given permission to go into that area and our guide pointed out many 
of Kahn's structural features and how he used natural light.  

 

Dawson discussing the design of the Kimbell with 
one of the iconic vaults in the background. 

Perhaps the high point of the visit was our behind-the-scenes visit to the 
conservation department.  Claire Barry, Director of  Conservation and a 
long-time colleague of Dawson's, showed us several paintings which had 
been authenticated.  Perhaps the most exciting was the first painting by 
Michaelangelo, painted when he was just 12 and a half years old.  It was a 
riveting story.  You can read all about it by clicking here.   
 
We moved on to enjoy a Mexican lunch at Joe T. Garcia's, a restaurant one 
family has operated for 100 years.  Sitting outside on the patio on that 
sunny day we could almost believe we were in Mexico. And then it was on 
to Dallas, a very different city from Ft. Worth, skyscrapers 
everywhere.  We had rooms at the Westin with great views of the city and 
all of us loved the large bathrooms. We also had time to explore a bit of 

https://www.kimbellart.org/exhibition/michelangelos-first-painting-torment-saint-anthony


downtown on our own and found a number of contemporary art pieces 
installed in public spaces.   
 
Friday morning we visited the Nasher Sculpture Center, another museum 
designed by Renzo Piano.  Much of the sculpture is situated in a garden 
directly off the back of the museum.  Randy Guthmiller, Manager of Visitor 
Experiences, gave us a detailed history of the museum, the extensive 
planning of its garden and then toured us through the exhibit by this year's 
Nasher Prize Winner Theaster Gates.              
         

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was such a serene place and also another example of the beautiful 
landscaping that all of the museums had. A very short walk from there 
brought us to the Dallas Museum of Art. The largest of all the buildings on 
our trip, it was designed in 1983 by Edward Larrabee Barnes.  We toured 

 

 

 

Randy Guthmiller with our group 

 

 

A Richard Serra sculpture- you can walk 
through it. 

 



with Dawson and then had some 'free' time to look at some of the rest of 
their collection.  So much art, so little time.  
  
 
After a gratifying day, a number of travelers attended the opera Don 
Giovanni at the Winspear Opera House. While some attendees felt 
Portland had superior singers, all agreed the venue itself was impressive.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Saturday morning started with a 
visit to the George W. Bush Library located on the Southern Methodist 
University Campus. There was a special exhibition about First Ladies, 
displays of beautiful gifts given by various countries to the Bush 
administration, an extensive permanent exhibit of the years of the 
presidency including a large video presentation around the events of 9-
11.  There was even a replicated Oval Office. 
 
       

 

 

Winspear Opera House  
 

 

 

 

Marilyn Podemski, Mary and Michael 
Klein at the opera 



           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We ended our visit with lunch in their restaurant which was 
excellent.  Included in the artwork displayed in the restaurant was a 
painting by President Bush:     

 

   
Our afternoon saw us at our final museum, The Meadows Museum, on the 
campus of SMU.  Dawson related a few stories from his undergraduate 
days there and then guided us on a memorable walk through several 
galleries, discussing painters such as Diego Velázquez, Guiseppe de 
Ribera, Juan Carreño de Miranda, and Franciso Goya (a particularly 
affecting portrait of his grandson).  We were lucky enough to have our visit 
coincide with their exhibition Murillo at the Meadows: A 400th 
Anniversary Celebration. Having so little Spanish art in our collection and 
getting the opportunity to see and learn about some of it was such a unique 
experience.  It really made a wonderful trip unforgettable.   

 

 

Kim Tardie and Mary Klein in the 

 "Oval Office"  

 

 

 

 

Marilyn Podemski and her friend from 
Chicago, Marlene Dubas,relax in 

presidential splendor.   



 

        
But wait, there's more! Our final evening ended with dinner at Dakota's 
Steakhouse, a unique underground restaurant where the steaks were 
works of art.   Dakota's is sited 18 feet below street level in order to skirt a 
clause in the deed which prohibits serving alcohol 'on the grounds.'  Those 
creative Texans!   

 

Perusing the Dakota's menu   
     
 
 
 
  



 

Our band of happy travelers 
   

 

 

  CELEBRATING 125 YEARS 

 

 
Click here to view a short film from the museum entitled Portland Art 
Museum: Reflecting Forward.  You will find a number of familiar faces as 
well as beautiful shots of our galleries and previous exhibits. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President     Patty McMahan 
Vice President  Mary Klein 

Secretary    LaValle Linn 
Treasurer          Jim Kahan 

Past President  Greg Leiher 
 

COMMITTEES 
  

Communication:  Christine Nelson, Glenys Harrison 
Membership:  Jim Kahan 

Archives:  Jan Schollenberger 
Hospitality:  

Mary Lou Hautau - Receptions 
    Paulette Meyer - Telephone Tree/Name Tags 

        Greeter:  Arden Albertini 
        Photographer:  Adrienne Silveira 

     Programs:  Patty McMahan 
Special Events:  Greg Leiher, Glenys Harrison 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDUx0p5V3cc


Day Trips:  Glenys Harrison 
Travel:  Carol and Tom Shults - co-chairs 

        Carol Ann Caveny - advisor 
        Eileen Culligan - contributor 

        Greg Leiher - contributor 
        Jan Schollenberger - contributor 

 
Board of Trustees Council Liaison:  Dee Poth 

Curatorial Advisor:  Dawson Carr 
Council Liaison:  Jan Quivey 

 

 


