
 

  

Teacher Advisory Council 2020–2021 
(Please note, due to the COVID shutdown in spring 2020, the Council did not accept new members. 
Current members had their terms extended to three years.) 
 

2019 – 2022 Cohort 
 
Mimi AlSuhaimi was born in Portland, but grew up between Bahrain and Saudi Arabia until coming to 
the USA for college. She taught and created the Arabic language program at West Sylvan Middle 
School from 2011–2015. She then followed her calling to teach elementary and went on 
to teach Kindergarten and second grade at Beach Elementary in Portland Public Schools from 2015–
2018. She is currently taking some time away from her own classroom and supervising future ESOL 
and Reading teachers as they complete their endorsement programs at Lewis and Clark College and 
Portland State University. Mimi also spent June to August 2019 working at Portland Art Museum as 
a Teacher Leadership Fellow. During this time, she was able to create numerous student activities 
and teacher resources based around the museum’s permanent collection.  
 
Kirk Ellis moved to Portland from his hometown of San Diego in 1994 and remains deeply grateful for 
the conifer forests, the eastern plains and prairies, rolling grassland valleys, volcanic peaks, and 
watersheds of the Pacific Northwest bioregion. His love of – and involvement with – poetry, music, 
theater, outdoor education, yoga, contemplation, and literature has flourished here. He has been 
teaching for 18 years, and is currently a member of the English Department Faculty at St. Mary’s 
Academy in downtown Portland. He holds two Master’s degrees, one in English: Writing and another 
in Education. His published poetry has appeared in Fireweed: Poetry of Western Oregon, Orlo’s Bear 
Deluxe, The Spring Hill Review, and The Birthing Room among others. His collaborations with Oregon 
Humanities, Literary Arts (Writers in the Schools), and Community of Writers blend his interest in 
curriculum design with a creative process. Over the years, his particular focus as a classroom teacher 
has been building a student-centric, student-led model of learning and inquiry, particularly in the 
humanities and fine arts. He has found success and satisfaction directly addressing barriers that have 
limited the access to resources, voice, and opportunities for young and marginalized people. He 
strives to stand shoulder to shoulder with students, their families, and colleagues so that growth is 
communal and relevant.  
 
Katie Gillard has been teaching Visual Arts in the Beaverton School District for over 20 years and 
currently teaches at Beaverton High School. Katie’s teaching experiences include teaching 12 years in 
all three of the International Baccalaureate Programmes including the Primary Years, Middle Years, 
and Diploma Programmes. She has also worked as a teaching artist and consultant at the University 
of Oregon with the Center for Asian and Pacific Studies and the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art. 
Katie has served on a variety of committees for art standards, curriculum development & 
assessment, art advocacy, and has facilitated several types of professional development for teachers. 
For 15 years, she has served in a variety of Board positions on the Oregon Art Education Association, 
and currently is the Advocacy Chair. Katie’s passion for art, social justice, and community 
engagement inspires her to seek learning, growth, and collaboration with other artists, educators, 
and art advocates.  
 
Cynthia Carmina Gómez was born in Camp 52, Arizona, a small migrant community beyond the 
outskirts of Phoenix and raised in Yuma on the U.S. Mexico border. Today, Cynthia Carmina serves as 
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the Executive Director of the Cultural Resource Centers at Portland State University (PSU) where she 
oversees a rich portfolio of programs serving communities of color. She is also a faculty member in a 
course that teaches students about environmental justice through mentoring adjudicated Latinx 
youth while exploring Oregon’s natural areas. Since moving to Oregon in 1993, Cynthia Carmina has 
worked for the nonprofit sector, operated her own consulting firm, and volunteered with Oregon 
Latino Agenda for Action. While working at Latino Network as the inaugural Director of Civic 
Engagement and Leadership Programs, she founded various programs still in operation today 
including Lideres and the Summer Academia. In 2010 she was appointed by the Governor to serve on 
the Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs and the Environmental Justice Task Force. In 2018, she 
co-wrote/produced a play with Voz Alta founder, Joaquín López called Generaciones. She also 
published a feature article in Oregon Humanities Magazine’s Spring 2019 Push Issue. Written on the 
ten-year anniversary of the renaming of Cesar Chavez Blvd. in Portland Oregon, the article is about 
the racism and differential treatment faced by the Latinx community in the two-year-long effort to 
name a major city street after the civil rights leader. Cynthia is a Fishtrap: Writing in the West 2018 
Fellow and a recipient of the Governors' Gold Civic Leadership Award. 
 
William Kendall is from London, England, and was raised in Los Angeles, California, before moving to 
Portland in 2000. William holds a degree in communication arts from the Pacific Northwest College of 
Art in Portland. Since 2014 he has worked as p:ear’s Art Programs Coordinator where he coordinates 
p:ear’s music and art programs along with coordination of “The p:ear Gallery.” In this 
role, William works to connect Portland’s homeless youth population to art resource, cultural 
opportunities, and engagement activities. Consistent with the mission of p:ear, William’s goal is to 
build healthy relationships with youth who are experiencing homelessness through the arts. 
Providing music and art opportunities to homeless youth since 1994 William founded the Artist 
Mentorship Program (AMP) in 2005 a nonprofit committed to creating music, art and art scholarships 
to youth experiencing homelessness. He received citations from the MESD board and San Francisco 
Mayors office for creating dynamic and educational environments for homeless and at-risk youth. 
When not coordinating the p:ear art program, William enjoys making his own art, running, tennis, a 
cup of tea, and a game of chess. 
 
Michael Koopman attended the University of Oregon, where he received a Bachelors in Theatre Arts. 
Originally from La Grande, a small town in Eastern Oregon nestled in the Blue Mountains, he settled 
in Portland after a stint in New York City. A part-time job working with children at an after school care 
program called Kids Community Learning Center changed everything. He found a profession that he 
cared about more than acting, and devoted his life to Education. Michael attended Lewis & Clark 
University, where he received his education credentials, and took a four-year break from KCLC to gain 
classroom experience teaching fourth and fifth grade at Trillium Charter school along with one year 
as a school administrator. Michael has returned to KCLC as the Executive Director. Michael has been 
published in Rethinking Schools Magazine and has presented at the NW Teaching for Social Justice 
Conference for three consecutive years as well as the Crossing Borders Conference in Vancouver B.C., 
focusing on how to teach historical social justice movements through role play and 
characterization. In his spare time, Michael enjoys staying home with his partner and dog Tucker, 
camping with his friends, visiting his friend in Hawaii and making trips back home in La Grande, OR. 
 
Brandi Kruse (b. 1979, she/her) is an artist and educator from Ypsilanti, Michigan and based in 
Portland, Oregon. Kruse’s artwork spans multiple disciplines and addresses our expectations within 
real and imagined spaces. As a social justice educator working at the confluence of art and language, 
Kruse is committed to interdisciplinary teaching through a critical literacy perspective. She is the co-
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founder of KC, a writers’ collective publishing poetry zines since 2013 and in 2015 she produced an 
artist publication called Impossible Paper Architecture. Kruse earned a BS in Education (Art and 
Literature) from Central Michigan University in 2003 and an MFA in Print Media from Pacific 
Northwest College of Art in 2016. She is an art instructor at Pacific University, Pacific Northwest 
College of Art and Springwater Trail High School. Kruse is the recipient of residencies at the Portland 
Art Museum (2018-19), Caldera Arts Center in Sisters, OR (2017), and The Städelschule in Frankfurt, 
Germany (2015). Kruse’s work has been exhibited at numerous institutions in Portland, including the 
Center for Contemporary Art & Culture, Museum of Contemporary Craft and Fuller Rosen Gallery. 
Kruse has also exhibited work in Tacoma, WA at 950 Gallery, Union Gallery in Amherst, MA, Paper 
Plane Gallery in Atlanta, GA, Lost Coast Culture Machine in Ft. Bragg, CA, and Worksound 
International in Mexico City, MX. 
 
Lisa Notman is originally from eastern Washington but has happily called Oregon home since 2009. 
She is an Adjunct Senior Instructor of Spanish at Portland State University and a Spanish instructor at 
Northwest Academy. She received her Master's in Spanish from Portland State University in 2017, 
where she also received BAs in English, Spanish, and Arts and Letters. Lisa is currently working on a 
second Master's in Postsecondary Adult and Continuing Education with an emphasis on community 
based learning and service learning. As a member of the Teacher Advisory Council, she is excited to 
be working with students and teachers and using art to make connections with our diverse global and 
local communities. When not teaching or taking courses, Lisa enjoys reading, hiking all over the 
Northwest, and attending trivia nights with her friends. 
 
Anna Scarpino has been a secondary teacher since 1999 and has worked in alternative programs for 
the last 16 years. She currently teaches at New Urban High School, a magnet program in the North 
Clackamas School District. She holds an M.Ed with a specialization in Curriculum and Design and is 
licensed as a teacher leader with endorsements in language arts and mathematics. Art has always 
been the core of her development as a human and a teacher. She believes art integration in all 
subject is fundamental for meaningful connections with students and for pushing students to 
becoming compassionate, creative, courageous thinkers and community members. 
 
Anmarie Trimble is Assistant Professor in University Studies at Portland State University. She 
connects her interdisciplinary background in peer-based learning, literature, music, and multimedia 
arts to facilitate student exploration of creative and intellectual connections across disciplines. She 
currently teaches The Work of Art Freshman Inquiry, which explores the interwoven relationship 
between domination, resistance, and empowerment through the lenses of art, literature, science, 
politics, and other fields. Her Senior Capstone, Mentoring & Empowerment, is a 12+ 
year collaboration with the Native American Youth and Family Center (NAYA), and combines student-
centered and trauma-informed pedagogy with cross-cultural understanding. Anmarie is also a 
musician and creative director for the literary art-rock band little hexes, and creates multimedia 
installations in collaboration with other Portland artists. Her poems have appeared in Black Warrior 
Review, Field: Contemporary Poetry and Poetics, and other publications, and until 2014 she edited 
the now-retired Born Magazine (www.bornmagazine.org), which pioneered new forms of literary-
technology collaboration on the Web. 
 

2018 – 2021 Cohort  
 
Patrick Bowden, a native of North Carolina, has lived in Portland for two years and is an Assistant 
Professor in the Physician Assistant Program at Oregon Health and Science University. Prior to 

http://www.bornmagazine.org/
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joining the faculty at OHSU, he was on faculty at Rush University in Chicago, Illinois. It was during his 
time in Chicago that he began to explore the intersection of medicine and the arts. A partnership was 
developed with the Art Institute and he co-facilitated learning experiences within the galleries of the 
museum alongside an art educator. Together they developed curriculum and a designed an 
educational experience to provide students with the opportunity to increase observational skills, 
explore ambiguity, and learn from other cultures’ representations of death. Aside from exploring the 
intersection of art and medicine, he primarily focuses on teaching Physician Assistant students how 
to hone their clinical reasoning skills. He holds his undergraduate and graduate degrees from Wake 
Forest University. When he is not in the classroom, he enjoys traveling, learning Spanish, cooking, 
and exploring my new home state! 
 
Carolyn Hazel Drake is a sculptor and arts educator. As a third-generation Oregonian from a long line 
of craftswomen, her creativity was cultivated early on in her mother’s quilt store, as was her 
appreciation for handwork and being a part of a community of makers. Carolyn studied Literature & 
Architecture at Portland State University’s Honors College and spent a term as a curatorial research & 
writing intern for the Smithsonian American Art Museum, with a particular focus on sculpture. This 
experience greatly informed her artistic practice. Most recently, Carolyn participated in the GLEAN 
residency, a juried art program that gives five artists a year access to the Metro Transfer Center to 
glean discarded materials for their artmaking in order to raise awareness about consumption and 
waste. Carolyn teaches adult art workshops across the Pacific Northwest, and is a longtime public 
educator in the arts. She taught visual art, art history, and language arts for over a decade in the 
Molalla, Silverton, and Centennial School Districts. She is currently the Portland Public Schools Visual 
& Performing Arts Teacher on Special Assignment (TOSA), where she engages in advocacy and 
supports best practice and professional development for the nearly two hundred arts specialists in 
theatre, dance, music, & visual art. The PPS Arts TOSA has a standing position on the Council. 
 
Courtney Ferrari has taught at Valley Catholic School in Beaverton since 2000. She is the Social 
Studies Department Head for the Middle School, and teaches both 7th and 8th grade. Courtney 
earned a Bachelor of Arts from Lewis and Clark College, majoring in history and sociology. She has 
lived abroad in Germany, Senegal and Japan. In 2010, she received the Oregon Middle School Social 
Studies Educator of the Year award from the Oregon Council for the Social Studies. In 2011, she 
received the Global Educator of the Year Award from the Oregon World Affairs Council. She has 
served on Teacher Advisory Boards for the Middle East Studies Center at PSU, the Let's Get Healthy 
program at OHSU, and on the board of the Oregon Council for the Social Studies. She currently serves 
as a reviewer and board member for the peer-reviewed Oregon Journal of the Social Studies. 
Courtney travels whenever possible and has received study abroad fellowships from the Turkish 
Cultural Foundation and Embassy of the United Arab Emirates. 
 
Subashini Ganesan is an artist, arts administrator, and the Creative Laureate of Portland. As an 
artist, Ganesan choreographs and performs potent and universally relevant expressions, using the 
strengths of her foundation in Bharathatyam. Ganesan also teaches her art form to multi-
generational students through her school (Natya Leela Academy) and as a teaching artist through 
Young Audiences of Oregon and the Right Brain Initiative. As the Founder and Executive Director of 
New Expressive Works (N.E.W.) she stewards a vibrant performing arts venue in Portland, that 
celebrates and supports multicultural independent performing artists to teach, be in residency, and 
create bold new works. In the summer of 2018, Ganesan was selected to as a member of the 
Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center's (IFCC) Community Advisory committee, a collaborative 
committee with Portland Parks & Rec to revitalize and re-open the historic IFCC. As the Creative 
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Laureate of Portland, Ganesan serves as the official ambassador for the broader creative community 
in Portland.  
 
Charlene Martinez serves as the Associate Director of Integrative Learning for Student Experiences & 
Engagement at Oregon State University (OSU). Her current work integrates the arts, social justice 
education, and holistic leadership development to support civic professionals. Charlene has 17 years 
of professional experiences working in cross/multi-cultural centers, and student affairs programs at 
Sacramento State, Mills College, Contra Costa College, UC San Diego, and as well as a non-profit, the 
Rockwood Leadership Program. She is the co-founder of OSU's Multiracial Aikido Retreat, a space for 
students and staff to explore their mixed heritage and understand their agency as emerging leaders. 
She received her master's degree in education with an emphasis in multicultural counseling from the 
Community-Based Block Program at San Diego State University, and her bachelor's degree in global 
studies with an emphasis in culture and ideology from UC Santa Barbara. Charlene is passionate 
about cultural organizing, multiracial identity development, and story-telling as vehicles for social 
change. 
 
David Martinez is currently a Student Success Program Manager for Portland Public Schools where 
he supports a number of district initiatives and programs that support culturally rich and sustaining 
curriculum and instructional practices. He oversees the development and implementation of Ethnic 
Studies elective courses at each PPS High School and supports the growing Social Science department 
at the district. David holds a B.A. in American Studies from Occidental College and M.A. in Digital 
Media & Learning from the University of San Francisco. He joined PPS from San Francisco, California 
where he was a classroom teacher and building administrator. During the summers he has taught 
Spanish Language/Culture and Spanish Cuisine in Madrid and Barcelona, Spain through Putney 
Student Travels. Originally from the Bronx, New York, David is excited to bring some of his Nuyorican 
culture and art to the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Jessica Orellana Lima is from Guatemala and grew up in Los Angeles, California. She is a Spanish Dual 
Immersion teacher at Rex Putnam High School. She holds a Master’s of Arts in Teaching from 
University of Portland and a Master's of Arts in Spanish Literature from University of Oregon, as well 
as dual Bachelor's degrees in International Studies and Spanish Education from Humboldt State 
University.  
Jessica has enjoyed working in education for the past ten years. She has taught a variety of students 
ranging from 1st grade to adult. She has also taught a variety of subjects including adult literacy, 
informal science, art, language arts, but her main focus in teaching has been helping students acquire 
a second language. Jessica taught Spanish at University of Oregon and has created curricula designed 
for Heritage learners. Jessica is a recipient of 2018’s Summer Teacher Leadership Fellowship at the 
Portland Art Museum. Jessica had the opportunity to get to know the Museum, explore its collections 
and resources, and collaborate to create lessons that integrate Museum content into classroom 
learning. 
 
Franky Stebbins is an Oregon native who began her ‘teaching career’ by implementing ‘school’ for 
her younger brothers years ago. They would call it forced instruction; but their fantastic reading and 
mathematical skills have given them some delayed appreciation. Franky worked with youth and 
families in Arizona and Illinois before moving back to Oregon and becoming a teacher. Her work in 
both nonprofit and educational settings held many opportunities to integrate art components and 
projects, including art based journey story projects with immigrant/refugee youth; inspiration based 
bead-work with adolescent girls and all kinds of field trips. This will be her 7th year teaching in public 



 

6 
 

schools, currently as an ESOL and Social Studies teacher at H.B. Lee Middle School in the Reynolds 
School District. This summer, Franky participated in the Teacher Leader Fellowship at PAM and is 
grateful and looking forward to the opportunity to be part of the PAM Teacher Advisory Council.  
 
Hoan Tran has been an art teacher for 23 years. She started at Lake Oswego and Molalla Junior Highs 
and has been at Gresham High School since fall of 2000. During that time she has been teaching 
Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, and Printmaking. In the last 11 years, she also has had the pleasure of 
teaching the rigorous International Baccalaureate Art & Design Standard & Higher Levels courses. Her 
interests in the visual arts go beyond the traditional art-making forms. She is constantly 
experimenting, and encouraging her students to do the same, with new processes of mixed media 
creation, or giving new life to recycled materials. What she finds most exhilarating, and gratifying, 
about being an art teacher are the opportunities to introduce young minds to something new, take 
them to the next level of artistic expression, mold their perspective of “What is art? How/ why does it 
matter?”, show them how art is the one true discipline that brings all the other academic disciplines 
together, and help them see art in their daily life.  
Some fun facts about Hoan: She is of Chinese descent, but was born in Saigon, South Vietnam, then 
immigrated to the US with her family at the age of 12. When she announced she wanted to be study 
art in college, her Chinese parents advised her to select a “real major, so you can have a real 
career.” Her parents’ way of finally saying how proud they were was a month-long trip to France as a 
college graduation gift. She loves teaching, but dislikes grading! Finally, a tradition started with her 
late parents, she and her husband enjoy lots of time with her siblings and their families, especially at 
the famous Friday Night Dinner in their parents’ tiny house in SE Portland, where they converse in 
the different languages all at once. 
 
 

Past Members 
 
2019–20 
Jason Lamb, Central Oregon Community College (COCC), Bend, Oregon 
Ezra Whitman, Many Nations Academy, Native American Youth and Family Center (NAYA) 
 
2018–19  
Isatou Barry, IRCO/Africa House 
Derrais Carter, Portland State University, Black Studies 
 
2017–19  
Carrie Brown, Faubion School with PPS Indian Education at Native Montessori Preschool 
Ilsa Bruer, Benson High School 
Greg Hellman, Oregon City High School 
Dori King, Oregon Episcopal School 
Jeff Leake, Portland State University, University Studies and NW Noggin 
Mary Levy, Lake Oswego High School 
Dawn Nelson, Forest Grove High School 
Emily Squires, Center for Equity & Inclusion 
Charles Sanderson, Wellness, Business and Sports School in Woodburn, Oregon 
Conrad Schumacher, Centennial Park School and Portland State University, University Studies 
Abigail Steichen, Corbett Arts Program with Spanish (CAPS) at Springdale School 
Lilly Windle, Lincoln High School 
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2017–18  
Kristen Brayson, Portland Public Schools Arts Teacher on Special Assignment 
Emiko Konomi, Portland State University School of Business 
Tara Nunimaker, Academy of International Studies at Woodburn 
 
2016–18 
Laresa Beck, Beach Elementary School  
Marcie Brewer, Portland Jewish Academy 
Matt Chalmers, Alder Creek Middle School 
Andrea Chunga-Celis, Chicas Youth Development Program at Adelante Mujeres  
Mariam K Higgins, Catlin Gabel School  
Andy Kulak, Jefferson High School  
Nicole Penoncello, Buckman Elementary School  
Clay River, Native American Youth and Family Center Early College Academy  
Jeanne Sheets-Sagoo, Center for Advanced Learning  
Ben Taylor, Native American Youth and Family Center Early College Academy  
 
2016–2017 
Cornel Pewewardy, Portland State University, Indigenous Nations 
Rina Shriki, Grant High School 
 
2015–2017  
Loren Chasse, Rigler Elementary 
Breck Foster, Lake Oswego High School 
Michela Grohn, Creative Science School 
Annie Knepler, Portland State University, University Studies 
Veronica Ledoux, Catlin Gabel High School 
Sue Pritzker, Childpeace Montessori School 
Caitlin Scott, Education Northwest 
Alissa (Penna) Tran, Molalla High School 
Lynn Yarne, Grant High School 
 
2015–2016  
Hanne Gradinger Duncan, Laurelhurst School 
Jennifer Shelton, South Meadows Middle School 
Peter Towson, Jefferson High School 
 
2014–2016  
Brett Bigham, Multnomah Educational Service District 
Wren Christopher, Scappoose and St. Helens school districts 
Carolyn Hazel Drake, Centennial High School 
Lisa Jarrett, Portland State University School of Art + Design 
Melanie Morris, West Sylvan Middle School 
Wendy Thompson, University of Portland 
Pamela Wilson, Capitol Hill Elementary 
Michelle York, George Middle School 
Christopher Zinn, Portland Waldorf High School 
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2013–2015  
Susie Bartley, Franklin High School 
Matt Chalmers, Alder Creek Middle School 
Katie Gillard, Cedar Park Middle School 
John Holloran, Oregon Episcopal School 
Julie Jansen, International School 
Laurie LePore, Riverdale HS 
Lynn Malzahn, Ainsworth Elementary School  
Randy Maves, Madison High School  
Kathy Mitchell, St. Mary’s Academy 
Swapna Mukhopadhay, Portland State University 
Sarah Wolf Newlands, Portland State University 
Donald Rose, Beaumont Middle School 
June Satak, West Albany High School  
George Zaninovich, Catlin Gabel School 
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