
Welcome to Writing Place at Home
This at-home creative writing workshop explores place, and our relationship to places, drawing inspiration from works in 
the Ansel Adams in Our Time photography exhibition. Based on the acclaimed Write Around Portland model, refined over 22 
years, this workshop provides 60 minutes of generative writing exercises that you can do on your own, or with others in your 
household. Just bring yourself, a pen and paper, and a way to keep track of time.  

This workshop is meant to be done in one sitting, but you are also welcome to break it up over time. We will offer invitations 
and prompts, including photographs, to help you get started. These are starting off points—think of the written prompts as the 
beginning of a sentence, and then see where that sentence takes you. Or notice what comes to mind when you read the prompt 
or see the photograph, and go from there, writing whatever you are thinking, even if what you are thinking is “I don’t know what 
to write…” Once you start writing, see what else comes and go from there. If you get stuck, go to the next prompt, or write about 
something else. Just try to keep your pen or pencil moving for the suggested amount of time.

If you are writing with others, we invite you to share your writing with each other after each freewrite. If you are writing solo, take 
a moment to look back at what you just wrote, and notice what made it onto the page. 

The images referenced below can be found in the Ansel Adams in Our Time online exhibition and educator slideshow.

WARM UP 
This is a writing warm-up. We encourage you to keep your pen or pencil moving for 3 minutes. You can choose to write about one, 
both, or neither of these prompts—whatever comes to mind.

PHOTO PROMPT: 

Ansel Adams (American, 1902–1984), Moonrise, Hernandez, 
New Mexico, 1941, gelatin silver print, Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, The Lane Collection, 2018.2730 © The Ansel Adams 
Publishing Rights Trust.

PROMPTS: 

The nights grew longer… /  
From my bedroom window…

https://portlandartmuseum.org/exhibitions/ansel-adams-in-our-time/
https://portlandartmuseum.org/online-exhibitions/ansel-adams-in-our-time/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ub7b9UQyoCdGo4zLTe1hXKDE6wGNKcSR_OgPjdc-_Qk/edit?usp=sharing


 FREEWRITE #1
PHOTO PROMPTS: 

 
1) Ansel Adams (American, 1902–1984), The Tetons and Snake 
River, Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming, 1942, gelatin silver 
print, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, The Lane Collection, 
2018.2733. © The Ansel Adams Publishing Rights Trust.

2) Abelardo Morell (American, born in Cuba in 1948), Tent-
Camera Image on Ground: View of Old Faithful Geyser, 
Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming, 2011, inkjet print, 
Abelardo Morell, Courtesy of Edwynn Houk Gallery, L-SE 
1246.10.3.

Take a minute or two to look closely at these 2 photographs. 

CONSIDER: 
What speaks to you in these photographs? 
How do these landscapes make you feel? 
Why do you think the artists chose to exclude wildlife?

For this freewrite, keep your pen or pencil moving for 8 minutes. 
You can choose to write about one, both, or neither of these 
prompts—whatever comes to mind.

PROMPTS: 

The river underfoot… /  
All I could see…



FREEWRITE #2
Sometimes we find it can be helpful to look at another writer’s work to get inspiration and ideas for our own writing. When 
thinking about this workshop, this piece came to mind:

SAMPLE: 

 
Williams, Terry Tempest. The Hour of Land: A Personal 
Topography of America’s National Parks. New York: Sarah 
Crichton Books/Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2016. Excerpt.

CONSIDER:
What do you notice about this piece? 
How does Terry Tempest Williams paint a landscape with her 
words?

If you’d like, try to incorporate some of your reflections into 
your own writing. Here are 2 prompts to help you get started. 
You can choose one, both, or write whatever else comes to 
mind. Set a timer for 10 minutes and try to keep your pen or 
pencil moving. 

PROMPTS: 

“I was not born here.” /  
The grizzly bear woke…  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tdst3SxV0KU---IEHPBp4nDKyy4qUzLTxzdMW9DFVBw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tdst3SxV0KU---IEHPBp4nDKyy4qUzLTxzdMW9DFVBw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tdst3SxV0KU---IEHPBp4nDKyy4qUzLTxzdMW9DFVBw/edit?usp=sharing


FREEWRITE #3 
PHOTO PROMPTS: 

 
1) Ansel Adams (American, 1902–1984), Potato Field, North 
Farm, Manzanar, 1943, printed 1984, gelatin silver print, 
Addison Gallery of American Art, Phillips Academy, Andover, 
Massachusetts, purchased as the gift of Sidney R. Knafel 
(PA1948), L-SE 1246.20.6 © The Ansel Adams Publishing 
Rights Trust.

 
2) Wendy Red Star (American and Apsa’alooke, born 
1981), Indian Summer, 2006, from the series The Four Seasons, 
inkjet print, Portland Art Museum, Gift of Loren G. Lipson, 
M.D., 2017.25.1b.

For this freewrite, take a minute or two to look at these two 
photographs and choose one that speaks to you. 

CONSIDER:
How does the inclusion of people change the landscape  
for you?

What comes up for you when looking at these photos?

Set a timer and try to keep your pen or pencil moving for 15 
minutes. You can choose to write about one, both, or neither of 
these prompts—whatever comes to mind.

PROMPTS: 

The first thing I noticed … /  
In the summer sun … 



CLOSING WRITE
PHOTO PROMPT: 

 
Ansel Adams (American, 1902–1984), Grass and Burned 
Stump, Sierra Nevada, California, 1935. Photograph, gelatin 
silver print. 2018.2440 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. The 
Lane Collection. © The Ansel Adams Publishing Rights Trust. 

For this quick closing write, set a timer for 5 minutes and see 
what comes, using this piece as inspiration. 

PROMPTS: 

After the fire … /  
The smell of … 

Thanks so much for writing with us! 
A FEW REMINDERS: 
If you’d like to write more with Write Around Portland, you can learn more about their work here: writearound.org

And just a note that the great thing about these exercises is that they are different every time. We invite you to revisit them, 
choosing different photographs from the exhibition, or different prompts you find inspiring. Just set a timer and keep your pen 
or pencil moving! Happy writing!

Created by Chelsea Querner and Sarah Weller.

http://writearound.org

